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00 Introduction 

In reading various commentaries is it interesting that conservative denominational scholars feel that 2 Peter is a book that has been quite neglected. And I can see why. To a religious world that seems bent on only hearing new, comfortable and pleasant things (2 Timothy 4:2-4), this book doesn’t sound so good. Some have claimed that the message of Second Peter is irrelevant. But listen to the following comments:

‘We live in days when the contents of the Christian faith are widely questioned, when new and speculative theologies are widely disseminated, and when a new morality is being advocated….Christianity is presented to us in terms of love, with the content of the faith and the hope for the future both strangely muted in deference to the contemporary intellectual climate. There is, moreover, an intellectualism about much of our Christianity which is not, perhaps, so far removed from that attacked in these letters (Jude and 2 Peter)-the knowledge that has little relation to holy living, growing spirituality and deepening love. We can hardly maintain that 2 Peter and Jude, written as they were to meet problems very like our own, have nothing to teach us. So long as sin needs to be exposed, so long as man needs to be reminded that persistent wrongdoing ends in ruin, that lust is self-defeating, that intellectualism devoid of love is a barren thing, and that Christian theology has no right to outrun the “faith once delivered to the saints”, these Epistles remain uncomfortably, burningly relevant.’ [Note: Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. ‘The Second Epistle of Peter and the Epistle of Jude’, Michael Green, p. 11] 

Authorship:

The book claims to have been written by Peter (). It claims to be a second letter written by the same author to the same people (3:1). The author claims to have been a witness of the Transfiguration (1:16-18), at which event only Peter, James and John were present (Matthew 17:1-5). 

Attacked By Critics:

No book in the New Testament has had its genuineness questioned more than this letter. Various writers who lived a couple of centuries after the apostles either had their own personal doubts about the book or simply mentioned that others did. Origin is the first writer to mention the book by name (240 A.D.). He quotes 2 Peter 1:4, labels it as Scripture, but adds, ‘ Peter has left one acknowledged Epistle, and perhaps a second, for this is contested.’ Jerome (born 350 A.D.) noted that Peter wrote two epistles and that many denied the second letter because of differences in style from the first letter. 

Points to Note:

Whenever we read a statement made by those who lived after the days of the apostles, we need to realize that we are reading the writings of uninspired men. In addition, we would probably not call or consider many of the famous early religious scholars to be Christians in the true sense of the word. Many of them believed and practiced things that were completely unsound. 2. The argument concerning ‘style’ doesn’t seem to add up. A. If God is the true author of all the books of the Bible, then obviously He can use a different style. God isn’t a one dimensional author, is He? I think you will find that a host of scholars simply give lip service to the fact that the Bible is inspired of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). B. The purpose for this second letter is completely different than the purpose for the first letter. First Peter was written to encourage Christians in the midst of suffering. Second Peter is written to warn and encourage Christians to oppose the false teachers creeping in among them (2:1ff). A difference in style doesn’t prove anything. Paul’s writings also differ in style (Compare Romans to Philemon, or 2 Corinthians to the Ephesian letter). C. On the other hand, some have complained that 2 Peter chapter 2 is too much like the book of Jude. There are many similarities, but it isn’t a word for word similarity. ‘There are only three verses in the beginning and seven verses at the end of Jude which do not have extensive parallels in 2 Peter (Jude 1:1-3; Jude 1:19-25), through verbal agreement is rare.’ (Green p. 50) Since truth always harmonizes, one would expect there to be similarities between the various books. For example, three of the gospels are very similar, the same is true concerning the books of Ephesians and Colossians.

Other Complaints:

Peter mentions the letters written by Paul (). Some say that this proves that this letter wasn’t written until the second century because Paul’s letters weren’t collected until around 90 A.D. But that is pure human assumption. We know from the other letters that his writings and other writings were circulating and being collected long before the end of the first century (Colossians 4:16). 

The Experts Lay An Egg:

I stand amazed at the mental gymnastics some ‘scholars’ perform in the attempt to please the academic community, at the same time trying to give the Bible some credibility. Various scholars seriously argue that this letter was written by a follower or admirer of Peter and simply attached Peter’s name to it. Interesting theory, until we realize that this letter strongly condemns pretenders among the people of God (; 2:1ff).

Date/Origin/Destination:

It appears that the letter was written to the same people who had received the first letter (). That is, Christians located in what is now modern Turkey (1 Peter 1:1). Where the letter originated from isn’t mentioned. 

From within the book it appears that Peter wrote this letter very near the end of his earthly life ( ‘knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent..’). According to various traditions, Peter is said to have been martyred around 67-68 A.D. Thus many date the letter in the latter half of the period between 67 and 68 A.D. ‘this letter….was intended by Peter to be a sort of last will and testament; the great man says farewell to his associates, and reminds them of important truths (1:12-15; 3:1-2)..’ (Green p. 18)

Purpose:

The Importance Of Knowledge:

While the first letter stresses the importance of hope, this letter stresses the importance of having the true knowledge (,8,12, 15-21; 3:1-2, 18). Paul had previously warned Christians in the region of Asia Minor concerning the arrival of false teachers (Acts 20:28-31). From this letter and the letters to Timothy (who was working in that region) (1 Timothy 1:3), it seems that error was seriously beginning to hit the early church. Notice that the only safeguard against false doctrine is a knowledge of the truth. And be impressed that uninspired Christians can have a ‘full’ knowledge of the truth. One can understand the Bible (John 8:32; 1 Timothy 2:4). 

Point to Note:

We are walking on dangerous ground when we say that we can’t all understand the Bible alike. We are claiming that God used a method of communication that has failed. That God isn’t smart enough to communicate on our level. In addition, we are automatically removing the Bible from the hands of the common man. The clergy-laity distinction seen in the denominational world is based on the assumption that the Bible is too hard for the average person. 

False Teachers:

I can see why denominations tend to ignore this letter, for in their mind false teachers are few and rare in the religious world. The world that Peter lived in (the real world) and the world that we live in, contains an abundance of such individuals (). The information written down in chapter 2 is not an over-reaction on the part of Peter. Rather it is teaching that the church will need in every generation. How timely is this chapter! Especially, when in some circles within the Lord’s church we are hearing that those who teach false doctrine aren’t necessarily false teachers.

For anyone who has had their eye on what has been happening among the institutional churches, carefully listen to the following observations concerning the false teachers in 2 Peter chapter 2:

‘There is wide agreement among commentators that the heresy envisaged is in both cases a primitive form of Gnosticism. The main characteristics that emerge are as follows. The lives and teaching of these men denied the Lordship of Jesus (2 Peter 2:1, Jude 1:4)…were immoral themselves, and infected others with their lascivious ways, through minimizing the place of law in the Christian life and emphasizing freedom (2 Peter 2:10,12ff; 18 ff; Jude 1:4; Jude 1:12). In their teaching, which was very voluble, they were plausible and crafty, fond of rhetoric, out for gain..(2 Peter 2:1-22 L3,12,14,15,18)….Both writers represent them as arrogant and cynical…The false teachers described themselves as….”the spiritual ones”….Here in an undeveloped form, are all the main characteristics which went to make up later Gnosticism-emphasis on knowledge, which emancipated them from the claims of morality; arrogance towards “unenlightened” church leaders; interest in angelology; divisiveness; lascviousness.’ (Green pp. 37-39)

Nothing has changed! Seriously sit down and compare these false teachers with what is being pushed as the ‘cutting edge’ and the latest thing among institutional brethren. Compare this section with those who are spreading the New Hermeneutic, denying the need for bible authority, wanting to fellowship the denominations, etc…

Notice the parallels: 1. False doctrine is introduced in an underhanded manner (). 2. Money is an issue (we aren’t going to grow as fast as we could if we hold to the truth) (2:3). 3. They make bold statements and start to occupy the place of God (2:10-11). They claim that in certain situations hardship justifies sin, they try to argue that the bible teaches a situational ethic, i.e. Matthew 12:1-8. They boldly profess that we can’t understand the bible alike, that doctrinal unity isn’t essential, in fact, that we can’t understand many biblical doctrines. 4. On basic bible subjects, they are ignorant (2:12). 5. They have taken the path of compromise (2:15). 6. They have seen the writing on the wall, and want the prestigious positions, salary, benefits, speaking engagements, etc…that come when a group evolves towards denominationalism (2:15). 6. They promise people a closer relationship with God, they promise ‘freedom in Christ’, a freedom from doctrinal constraints, (2:19). 7. They turn the grace of God into an excuse to sin (Jude 1:4). 

‘A terrible prospect lies ahead for the spiritual manipulators and exploiters, for those who distort the Word of God, and for apostate church leaders who sit loose to scriptural authority and faithlessly accommodate their message and moral standards to the spirit of the age.’ [Note: The Bible Speaks Today. ‘The Message Of 2 Peter & Jude’, Dick Lucas & Christopher Green, p. 26] 

Spiritual Growth:

Carefully note that true spiritual growth can only take place in the realm of truth (,8; 3:18). The church has always been confronted by those who claim that a deeper relationship with God exists, apart from the truth. That a more liberating and joyful relationship with God is available, if you will just downplay the importance of Scripture! And in every generation, people who haven’t developed a true love for God, have bought into the above sales pitch (2:2 ‘many will follow’). This letter also gives very practical and detailed information concerning the areas of our lives that we need to make improvements (1:5-11). Please note, for our own sake, remember that ‘grace’ can never be separated from what the truth says about grace (3:18). True grace will never say that the way to God is not narrow (Matthew 7:12-13). Or that obedience isn’t necessary (7:21-23).

The Second Coming:

Included in the errors which were being taught, was the denial that the Lord was coming again (). Mark this down. When a religious body no longer talks about the Second Coming, you know that such a body has conformed to the thinking of this world. Many denominations exist, who long ago have made this world their home and the object of all their hopes. Notice the arguments being advanced by the false teachers: 1. Uniformitarianism: Everything continues as it has always continued from the beginning of Creation (3:4). This is the fundamental basis for the theory of Evolution. All present processes have always operated at the same rates. ‘They argued that this was a stable world, in which things remain unalterably the same.’ [Note: The Daily Study Bible Series. ‘The Letters Of James And Peter’, William Barclay p. 336] 2. Too much time will have passed (3:8-9). This point was vividly impressed upon my mind when I actually heard a comedian ridiculing the Second Coming, because 2000 years had passed! This attitude is still very much alive. One of the reasons that people feel that the bible is not longer relevant is the ‘time factor’. ‘But that was then, it was addressed to those people, we are modern individuals, we live in enlightened times…’

Observations:

The following points you might find handy in remembering:

Grace and knowledge cannot be used against each other (). In fact, receiving the grace of God is dependent upon first understanding the truth (John 8:32). 2. The Bible is sufficient, complete, and a total resource for the Christian (1:3). 3. Man has a role to play in his own spiritual growth (1:5). 4. We can have assurance of our future salvation, but such an assurance is conditioned upon our own faithfulness (1:8). 5. Predestination/Calvinism is false, for man can make his calling and election ‘sure’ (1:10). 6. Lapsing into unfaithfulness is not an accident (1:10). 7. Teaching old and familiar truths, even to people who already know them, is a very important task (1:12-13,15). 8. The Apostles knew that they were revealing the Word of God (1:16-21; 3:1-2). 9. The Old Testament prophets did not invent their messages. The Old Testament is the inspired Word of God (1:20-21). 10. False teachers will exist, we cannot bury our head in the sand (2:1). 11. The Old Testament is historically trustworthy. Peter endorses the flood (2:5); the existence and condemnation of Sodom and Gomorrah (2:6); the historical reality of a man by the name of Lot (2:7); the truthfulness of the account in the book of Numbers concerning Balaam (2:15-16) and the donkey that rebuked him. 12. A terrible fate awaits the unfaithful Christian (2:20-22). 13. The writings of the Apostles are the commandments of the Lord (3:1-2), and they are ‘Scripture’ (3:15-16). 14. Holding on to what had been written is to grow in grace and knowledge (3:18). 15. The earth and the physical universe will be completely destroyed (3:10). The earth will not be the final abode of the righteous. The earth is not eternal. The earth will not be simply cleansed at the Second Coming. Green notes that other groups in the past have believed in a fiery end to the universe. But there is always a difference between human theories and divine revelation. The Stoics believed that the earth is cleansed by fire every so often and then everything starts over. In contrast, what Peter describes is the complete end of this universe. It results in a new heavens and a new earth and not the same old heavens and earth. 16. Their will be no warning which precedes the Second Coming, thus setting a date is out of the question (3:10). 17. Contrary to human speculation, Peter and Paul were good friends (3:15). And taught the same truth. They didn’t have differing theologies. 18. People will attempt to distort what the Apostles taught (3:16). 19. People who can’t accept what the Bible says, are unstable and unlearned. 
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Introduction
Outline Of Chapter One:

Introduction: 

Our Privileges: 

The Ingredients Of Spiritual Growth: 

Truth Demands Repetition: 

Truth: Supported By Eyewitness Testimony: 

Truth: Supported By The Prophets: 

Introductory Comments:

‘In the latter part of the apostolic age many false teachers arose…To stop the mouths of the false teachers, who were now gone abroad among the churches, and to prevent the faithful from being seduced by them, and to establish them in the belief in the things which the Lord Himself had taught---delivered by the apostles-Peter wrote his second epistle. This letter is addressed to those who have obtained the “same kind” or “like-precious” faith with the writer, v. 1, and that they may be assured of the correctness of the gospel and its God-given source, thereby being the more strongly established in its belief and not easily moved from it by false teachers..’ (Oberst p. 258)

‘Fakes are a nuisance. Fake artists make fools of collectors, fake financiers embezzle millions at the expense of honest investors, fake scientists inflate their own reputations by riding on the back of other people’s hard research. In some other area of life, though, fakes, are not merely a nuisance but actually poses a serious threat…Such…con-men are the reason Peter wrote this letter. They not only prey on people’s wallets or good nature; ultimately they can wreck our eternal destiny, since a false gospel tells lies about God.’ (Lucas/Green p. 28)

Commentary On Chapter :

Verse 1
2 Peter 1:1 ‘Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:’

‘Simon Peter’-The two names are often used together (Matthew 16:16; Luke 5:8; John 1:40; John 6:8; John 6:68, etc…). ‘Simon’-which means ‘God has heard’. This would be Peter’s Hebrew name. ‘Peter’-his Greek name. A synonym for the Aramaic name ‘Cephas’, meaning rock or a stone (John 1:42). Hamilton notes, ‘If the author is a pseudonymous one who wrote the epistle as some argue because of the use of the double designation, then it would appear to be out of character for a forger or an impostor. Would not he have used the same name “Peter” as is the case in the first letter? The double name appears to have more weight on the side of Peter’s writing the letter than it does that a pseudonymous writer penned it.’ (p. 3)

‘bond-servant’-A common designation for Christians (Romans 1:1; Colossians 4:12; 2 Timothy 2:24; James 1:1). ‘one who gives himself up wholly to another’s will’ (Thayer p. 158). ‘devotion to the utter disregard of one’s own interests’ (Woods p. 147). The Christian is one whose life is to be given wholly over to God (Romans 6:16; Galatians 2:20).

Points to Note:

Consider Peter’s humility. He is simply a servant of Jesus Christ, as any other Christian. He isn’t the head of the Church nor the vicar of Christ. 2. Barclay notes that when Christians are called servants of God, this means: a. We are to be completely at God’s disposal. b. Our obedience to God is to be unquestioning and prompt, even when such obedience would bring suffering upon us. ‘In any situation the Christian has but one question to ask: “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?”’ (Barclay p. 346) c. All of our time belongs to God. d. God always comes first (Matthew 6:33). 3. Peter isn’t a servant of men (1 Corinthians 7:23), and neither is he a servant of sin (John 8:34; Romans 6:17; Romans 6:20). 4. We all serve something or someone. 

‘apostle’-‘lit., one sent forth’ (Vine p. 63) Not the only representative of Jesus Christ, but one of the ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20).

‘to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours’-‘a faith as privileged as ours’ (Gspd); ‘a faith of equal standing with ours’ (RSV); ‘a faith as valuable as ours’ (Phi). ‘Received’-‘obtain’ (Arndt p. 462). ‘Same kind’-‘equally precious, equally honored’ (Thayer p. 307); ‘equal in value, also simply of the same kind’ (Arndt p. 381)

Points to Note:

Peter’s faith wasn’t more important than the faith of any other Christian. All souls are equally precious (Matthew 16:26). 2. God doesn’t place a greater priority upon the faith exercised by certain individuals. Rather, God equally values the obedient faith of all who render it to him. 3. This also implies that all can believe! For all are given the chance to believe (Mark 16:15). And all can see the same evidence (Romans 1:20; Psalms 19:1). 4. ‘he (Peter) writes to reassure them that despite their remoteness from the gospel events, they (and we) are as privileged as the apostles.’ (Lucas/Green p. 34) 5. ‘The central idea conveyed is that the faith of Christians is equal to that of Peter and the apostles. There is no distinction to be made between the faith of these two groups. It is produced in the same way (Romans 10:17) and can be described in exactly the same way (Hebrews 11:1) and produces the same character and conduct when it is demonstrated (Romans 1:5; Romans 16:26; Galatians 5:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:3).’ (Hamilton pp. 5-6) (Acts 15:9; Acts 15:11)

‘by the righteousness’-The fact that all can believe, is a proof that God is fair! In addition, God has made it possible, by His own grace for people to have plenty of evidence in which to believe (Mark 16:15).

‘our God and Savior, Jesus Christ’-‘According to the strict grammatical construction of the passage “God” and “Savior” are both predicates of “Jesus Christ”, as in Titus 2:13.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 2) ‘Grammar demands that one person be meant’ (Robertson p. 148) Jesus is called ‘God’ in many other passages (John 1:1; John 20:28; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:8).

Verse 2
2 Peter 1:2 ‘Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;’

‘in the knowledge of God’-‘Knowledge’-‘precise and correct knowledge’ (Thayer p. 237). ‘EPIGNOSIS’-denotes exact or full knowledge, discernment, expressing a fuller or a full knowledge, a greater participation by the knower in the object known, thus more power influencing him.’ (Vine p. 301)

Points to Note:

Just some knowledge of God isn’t enough (Romans 10:2). 2. Rather, it is correct, real, true and a full knowledge that brings salvation and its blessings. 3. The multiplication of peace and grace is dependent upon having the correct knowledge. Hence, the danger of false doctrine, which would cut one off from grace and peace (2 John 1:9; Galatians 1:6-9). 4. Spiritual growth is dependent upon increasing in knowledge, knowing Jesus and His will even better. ‘The better we know Jesus, the greater the wonder of grace, and the more real our experience of the peace which passeth understanding.’ (Barclay pp. 347-348) 5. A full and correct knowledge of God and His truth is not only possible, rather, it is expected of everyone (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Timothy 3:7). 6. ‘This is (grace and peace) no barren formula to Peter…for he makes both the experience of God’s peace and the reception of His grace (or help) to be dependent upon the deep knowledge of God (see John 17:3).’ (Green p. 61) 7. It is also essential that one understand that grace and peace cannot be enjoyed, without a relationship with Jesus Christ. Real grace and peace are not found in non-Christian religious systems.

Concerning this ‘knowledge’, Barclay had some interesting observations: Much like today, many in the ancient world sought knowledge by way of philosophic speculation. ‘They sought to reach God by the sheer power of human thought. There are clear and obvious troubles there. For one thing, God is infinite; the mind of man is finite…If God is ever to be known, he must be known, not because man’s mind discovers Him, but because He chooses to reveal Himself (i.e. the Bible)…..They sought it by mystical experience.’ (pp. 348-349)

Man has always wanted the truth to come from some emotional or mystical experience. 

And, people usually want the truth to be only available to the few, they want something that only a few can have. In addition, they usually want the truth to be non-threatening, a message that pampers them, instead of telling them the truth about themselves.

‘Jesus our Lord’-‘Peter is also alert to the danger of taking shortcuts to heaven, and behaving as if God had magically so transformed us that the categories of “sin” and “obedience” have become irrelevant. He does not want us to forget that Christians talk of Jesus as their Lord as well as their Saviour.’ (Lucas/Green p. 43)

Verse 3
2 Peter 1:3 ‘seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.’

‘seeing’-But the great mental hurdle faced by many Christians is that of doubt. Doubt in their own abilities, ‘I don’t know if I can live the Christian life’. And especially, doubt in the Word of God, ‘I’m not sure if I can understand this book, I don’t know if I can detect false teaching when I hear it’. One of the first things that Christians must become convinced of as they struggle against error, is that God has given them everything they need to win. 

‘His divine power’-‘His’ probably refers back to the last person mentioned, i.e. Jesus (). ‘Divine’-THEOIS, ‘divine’, from the word ‘theos’, God. It is applied ‘to the godhead and everything that belongs to it’ (Arndt p. 354). Hence we can have confidence in whatever God has given us, especially His Word. For it is the product of Divine Power. This verse reveals that Jesus is both very generous and also very powerful. His power cannot be frustrated. ‘In this human world one of the tragedies of life is that love is so often frustrated, because love cannot give what it wants to give…must so often stand helpless, while the loved one meets disaster.’ (Barclay p. 350) But the power of Jesus hasn’t been frustrated, He has actually given something to us.

‘has granted to us’-We actually have it right now!

‘everything’-Thus, let us hear no more about the Bible being an incomplete guide.

‘pertaining to life’-‘life real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, devoted to God’ (Thayer p. 273) All that is necessary for true life and true religion. ‘Jesus Christ tells us what life is, and then enables us to live life, as life ought to be lived. He gives us the religion which is not withdrawal from life but which is triumphant involvement in life.’ (Barclay p. 350) Notice that Jesus sets the standards for how to live. And His standard is not one which seeks to find the lowest common denominator (Matthew 5:20; Matthew 22:37-40).

‘godliness’-‘to be devout, denotes that piety, which, characterized by a God-ward attitude, does that which is well-pleasing to Him.’ (Vine p. 162) ‘of the duty which man owes to God, piety, godliness, religion’ (Arndt p. 326). ‘the radical idea is worship rightly directed, right reverence’ (Vincent p. 676)

Points to Note:

Every Christian has within their reach the resources to live a life which is pleasing to God. 2. ‘It is encouragement because it means that there is nothing extra to find out or gain access to what we have already obtained…The gospel is sufficient for us to meet God’s requirements. If there is a major scientific, artistic, moral or philosophical question, or even a matter of personal decision-making, which the Bible does not address, then we have to assume that although it may be intriguing and important from a human perspective, it is irrelevant to the quest for a godly life. God has made his directions for life perfectly clear and sufficient…There will always be people who want to supplement the work of Christ with extra teaching, and convince us that we are living less than Christian lives, while their particular form of teaching is the ingredient missing from traditional Christianity. It takes different forms: Christ plus healing, Christ plus success, Christ plus prosperity…Simply by being Christians we have access to everything we need to live a life that pleases God. Those who want to add to that are false teachers. That sufficiency of Christ is good news. But the tremendous warning these words contain is that we have to face up to our accountability to him. We cannot blame God for not making us godly enough or not making his will clear enough, for we already have everything we need. A godly life is not something that only a few super-saints are destined to achieve…for Peter says it is well within the reach of the ordinary Christian. There is no point seeking a special secret of sanctification that will transform us into godly people in a faster way than ordinary Christian obedience…The Christian who is not godly has only one person to blame.’ (Lucas/Green p. 48)

‘through the true knowledge of Him’-‘Through’-‘by means of, as the medium of attachment’ (Alford p. 1672). ‘True Knowledge’-The same as the full knowledge mentioned in . (John 17:3; John 8:32). This true knowledge is found in God’s revelation (John 17:17), the Bible. 1. Everything which pertains to life and godliness is found in the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 2. The ‘true knowledge’ isn’t found in some ‘experience’ or mystical encounter.

‘who called us’-Through the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14).

‘His own glory and virtue’-‘by a glorious manifestation of His goodness’ (TCNT). ‘Jesus calls men by His moral excellence..and the total impact of His Person.’ (Green p. 63) ‘The selflessness of Jesus Christ in leaving heaven, becoming a servant, and taking the fashion of a man demonstrate and reveal his moral excellence, as does his sinless life on earth. He loved men even when they were sinners and gave himself for them (Romans 5:8).’ (Hamilton p. 24) God’s glory is seen in the fact that He wanted mankind to be saved. Behind the incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and spreading of the gospel, lie God’s glorious nature, which includes His love, mercy, patience, kindness, justice, impartiality, self-sacrifice and so on.

In contrast, the false teachers then and now have always found the Bible to be a burden rather than a great resource. Listen to the following comments: ‘They had started to argue that Christian theology and morality should develop and grow over time, and that it should lose some of what they might have called its primitive judgmentalism. Peter is firm in reply. No, he says, the Jesus who will return to judge will measure us by the standards he has left us and which he has equipped us to fulfill.’ (Lucas/Green p. 50)

1 Peter 1:4 ‘For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.’

‘For by these’-i.e. through His glory and virtue. 

‘granted to us His precious and magnificent promises’-‘Precious’-a great worth or value. ‘Magnificent’-‘of great moment, important’ (Thayer p. 395) ‘Through his might and splendor he has given us his promises, great beyond all price.’ (NEB)

Points to Note:

The false teachers were promising an illusion (). Everyone promises something. But Jesus actually promises something real and lasting. His great promises include the promise of eternal life, forgiveness, adoption in the family of God, fellowship with God, and so on. These promises would especially be great for Gentiles, for they had been excluded from God’s promises in the past (Ephesians 2:11-12). See (Galatians 3:29; Titus 1:2; James 1:12).

‘in order that by them’-through these promises or through the fulfillment of these promises. Many of these promises (such as forgiveness of sins, fellowship with God, being a child of God) had to be fulfilled before we could become partakers of the divine nature. In addition, these promises also give us the incentive to serve God.

‘partakers’-‘sharer’ (Thayer p. 352); ‘one who takes part in something, companion’ (Arndt p. 439)

‘of the divine nature’-‘participate in the divine nature’ (TCNT). The word ‘nature’ includes the idea of ‘disposition’.

Points to Note:

What a breathtaking statement! It doesn’t mean that we will be God. Rather, all the qualities listed in the following verses (), compose the divine nature. The disposition or attitude that Christians are to assume, is a disposition patterned after God. (Luke 6:36; Matthew 5:48; John 13:14; John 13:34; John 17:21; Ephesians 4:33; 5:25; Colossians 3:13; 1 Peter 1:15; 1 Peter 2:21). 2. Wow! Consider the potential within every one of us. We don’t have to be weighed down by lusts, bitterness, bad attitudes, etc…We can reflect the glory of God with our lives and our attitudes. I can think properly. I can behave in a way that brings honor to God. I can live an unselfish life. 3. The new man that the Christian is to become is really nothing more than man as God intended (Ephesians 4:24). 4. As a Christian we can become what God originally wanted man to be. 5. Only in Jesus Christ can a person ever reach their true human potential for goodness. 6. Notice the honestly of the Bible. The Christian isn’t absorbed into Deity, and neither is the Christian inherently a divine person. Rather, man has potential for evil and good. God is giving you the chance to reach your potential for goodness-will you accept that offer?

‘having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust’-1. Don’t underestimate the influence of the world! (1 John 2:15-16) 2. ‘Corruption’-the moral and ethical decay. ‘World’-society which is alienated from God. 3. ‘by lust’-the desire for what is forbidden. Selfish desire can take what is good and wholesome and turn it into something which is rotten (Galatians 5:19-21). See also Romans 1:24; Ephesians 4:22; 1 Timothy 6:9; Titus 3:3; 1 Peter 2:12.

Points to Note:

Trying to fix the problems of the world, trying to make this life an utopia, is a feat destined for failure. Trying to reform the institutions of society without converting the people in those institutions is a vain task. 2. Pollution and over-population have never been the most serious problems of any society. Rather, greed, lust, selfishness, etc…are the root problems. 3. This statement is also directed against the false teachers who tried to downplay sin (). ‘Sin but gives to this amazing grace fresh opportunities to operate and to abound. But for any man to speak like that is simply to show that…. He wants to sin.’ (Barclay p. 351) 4. ‘God does not call us to seek him on a higher, non-material plane by out-of-the-body experiences, transcendental meditation or visions, shaking off the supposed limitations of our bodies..Peter calls Christians to live out the new relationship with Jesus Christ in practical obedience today…We do not pretend to be perfect, which would make his promises unnecessary; or say that we do not need to be perfect, and so make his promises cheap and tawdry. Instead, we can say that we will be perfect, and that makes them very great.’ (Lucas/Green pp. 53-54)

Carefully note that we will never become gods. We were created by God (Genesis 1:26) and will always be a created being. We will never reach a point at which we are independent of God. We fell, not from some god-status in heaven, but from a position of full humanity on earth. Our enemy is not this physical world or our physical bodies, rather, our enemy is sin/selfishness. The material world isn’t evil, rather, selfish attitudes and selfish actions are. The answer, is not a mystical escape from this physical world, but rather a determination to live for God and not for ourselves. We should be able to see the futility of such things as transcendental meditation or other supposed mental and intellectual ways of escape. Sin starts in the MIND FIRST! (Mark 7:20-23)

The Productive Christian:

Verse 5
2 Peter 1:5 ‘Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge;’

‘Now for this very reason’-‘With all this in view’ (NEB). In light of all that God has done for us, so that we can escape the corruption that is in the world, ‘we cannot sit back and rest content with “faith”’ (Green p. 66)

‘applying’-‘to bring in besides, to contribute besides to something’ (Thayer p. 487). ‘introducing by the side of ‘, i.e. besides those precious promises on God’s part, bringing in on your part.’ (Alford p. 1673). ‘adding your diligence to the divine promises’ (Vincent p. 625) 

‘all diligence’-‘earnestness, interest one’s self most earnestly’ (Thayer p. 585) ‘do your level best’ (Wms); ‘try your hardest’ (NEB). So much for the idea of bare minimum service. Consider the following statement: ‘we frequently come across a false understanding of Christian freedom which says that if we are justified by God’s irrevocable grace, we enjoy a new kind of relationship with God where ideas of law and obedience are inappropriate…Anxious Christians think they lack the key to Christian growth and certainty, and move from guru to guru seeking the touch of God to change them. Some even claim to have had an experience that makes it impossible for them to sin…People say that provided they believe as the early Christians believed, they need not behave as the early Christians behaved….One of the major concerns of Peter’s letters is that Christian faith which is firmly rooted must make a radical difference to the way we behave. We will want to please Jesus more, rather than presume upon his love.’ (Lucas/Green pp. 55-56)

‘in your faith’-Faith is the foundation which one builds upon (Hebrews 11:6). The faith in this passage is one’s own personal faith. You must have your own conviction. Borrowed faith will crumble. Growth can’t happen is we won’t allow ourselves to trust in the goodness of God. The person who remains doubtful (James 1:6-8), is undermining whatever they might try to accomplish to terms of spiritual maturity. A full and complete trust in God is the first requirement that man must supply. 

‘supply’- The background for the word rendered ‘supply’ is very interesting. Originally it was as term from the theater. And was used for the person who put up all the money to finance a production. Was also used to described someone who gave much back to his own community, i.e. a generous city benefactor. ‘It never means to equip in any cheese-paring and miserly way; it means lavishly and willingly to pour out everything that is necessary for a noble performance…always at the back of it there is this idea of a willing and lavish generosity in the equipment.’ (Barclay p. 353) Unfortunately, there have always been Christians who tried to grow using only the bare minimum of effort and time. God’s great promises, deserve our best effort! Don’t try to live the Christian life on a shoestring. Rather, give your soul all the teaching, time, encouragement, help, and assistance that it needs!

‘moral excellence’-‘moral goodness, moral vigor’ (Thayer p. 73). ‘it is Christian manliness and active courage in the good fight of faith’ (P.P. Comm. p. 4). ‘courage and soul vigor, and manliness and the determination to do what is right’ (Woods p. 150). (See Philippians 4:8; 1 Peter 2:9; 2 Peter 1:3)

Points to Note:

‘Moral character’ (Wms); ‘noble character’(Wey). 2. ‘This is where the false teachers had gone wrong. They talked a good deal about faith, but exhibited in their lives none of that practical goodness which is indispensable to genuine Christian discipleship.’ (Green pp. 67-68) 3. ‘True virtue is not a tame and passive thing. It requires great energy and boldness, for its very essence is firmness, manliness and independence’ (Oberst p. 268) 4. Virtue is the love of goodness, the moral backbone to do the right thing. A love for goodness. ‘If Christians are supposed to be the kind of people non-Christians admire for their genuine goodness, it should not surprise us that the visible immorality of the new teachers will “bring the way of truth into disrepute” (). It is still a frequent obstacle for many non-Christians that publicly recognized Christian leaders advocate standards that non-Christians find unprincipled.’ (Lucas/Green p. 58)

‘knowledge’-Specifically, spiritual or moral knowledge. Insight, understanding, discernment, a right understanding of the truth (Hebrews 5:14). A lack of such knowledge is spiritually fatal (Hosea 4:6; Romans 10:1-3; 2 Peter 3:16).

Points to Note:

‘He (Peter) was confident that the God who had revealed Himself in Jesus was the God of truth. Knowledge, therefore, could never harm the Christian. Peter would have no truck with that so-called faith which shrinks from investigation lest the resultant knowledge should prove destructive. Trust has nothing to do with obscurantism. The cure for false knowledge is not less knowledge, but more.’ (Green p. 68) 2. False teachers often stress ‘knowledge’, but it is often a ‘knowledge’ which is supposedly beyond the average member. We need always to beware of doctrines based on a newly found definition for a word found in some obscure source, or a teaching that cannot be explained in simple terms or clear verses. 3. We can’t let ourselves be intimidated by the intellectual elite. Every faithful Christian has knowledge, while even the most intellectually gifted false teacher is ignorant (; 2 Timothy 3:7).

Verse 6
2 Peter 1:6 ‘and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness’

‘your knowledge’-This knowledge must be your own personal possession. Someone noted that if you can’t explain a biblical concept in your own words, then you truly don’t understand it as yet. 

‘self-control’-‘one who holds himself in self-government…the ability to control one’s own life.’ (Woods p. 151) ‘the ability to take a grip of oneself…The Christian ethic does not contemplate a situation in which a man is emasculated of all passion, in which he is drained of virility, in which he is de-sexed and emptied of every passion; it envisages a situation in which a man’s instincts and passions remain, but remain under perfect control and mastery, and so become his servants and not his tyrants.’ (Barclay pp. 357-358) 

Points to Note:

Self-control can be a reality in one’s life! 2. Self-control doesn’t mean the end of freedom. Rather, it is the beginning of freedom. Envy the man or woman who is no longer a slave of their selfish desires. And pity the person who is compelled to do ‘what-they-want-to-do’ (Titus 3:3). 3. ‘Once again Peter uses a word which must have cut the false teachers like a whiplash. They claimed that knowledge released them from the need for self-control (2:10ff., 3:3)…Any system which divorces religion from ethics is fundamental heresy.’ (Green p. 69) 4. Men, especially need to listen to the above comments. Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean that one must cease being manly. Rather, becoming a Christian will bring out true manliness and strength. It will make you a stronger man, it will perfect your masculinity.

‘perseverance’-‘lit., an abiding under’ (Vine p. 167). ‘lit., remaining behind or staying-heroic, brave patience with which a Christian not only contends.’ (Vincent p. 679)

Points to Note:

‘This patience is not Stoic quality of accepting all that comes as from the dictates of blind Fate.’ (Green p. 69) 2. This patience is positive and strong. It is neither endurance out of stupidity, stubbornness or helplessness. Endurance with a purpose, a patience with strong trust in God behind it. ‘the brave and courageous acceptance of everything that life can do to us, and the transmuting of even the worst event into another step on the upward way.’ (Barclay p. 358) 3. ‘The false teachers, who have ceased to believe in the ability of God to intervene in his world, are reduced to scoffing: “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? ().’ (Lucas/Green p. 60) 4. Remember, patience for the Christian is an optimistic, strong and positive endurance (Romans 2:7; Romans 5:3-4; Hebrews 12:1; James 1:3-4; James 5:11). 5. Patience is not only needed during times of trial and suffering, but also in the face of others defecting from the faith, of those who claim that they have found a new freedom in realizing that we don’t have to follow the Bible to end up saved. In addition, patience is also needed when life becomes usual and mundane. 

‘Godliness’-‘piety’ (TCNT); ‘devotion to God’ (Phi); ‘the fear of God’ (Bas). ‘denotes that piety which, characterized by a Godward attitude, does that which is well-pleasing to Him.’ (Vine p. 162)

Points to Note:

‘That person who remains constant under provocation and pressure develops a deep respect and reverence for God.’ (Hamilton p. 40) 2. ‘a catch-all word for “ a very practical awareness of God in every aspect of life”.’ (Lucas/Green p. 60) 3. The Greek word translated ‘godliness’ was the primary word for “religion” in popular pagan usage. It described the person who was very careful to maintain their duties and responsibilities to both God and man. The person who has a very tender conscience in reference to what God wants. (Micah 6:8)

Verse 7
2 Peter 1:7 ‘and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.’

‘brotherly kindness’-‘brotherly affection’ (Rhm); ‘a spirit of brotherhood’ (Gspd). The Greek word here is Philadephia. (See Romans 12:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 Peter 3:8; 1 John 4:21).

Points to Note:

‘there is a kind of religious devotion which separates a man from his fellow-men. The claims of his fellow-men become an intrusion on his prayers, his study of God’s word…Epictetus, the great Stoic philosopher, never married. Half-jestingly said that he was doing far more for the world by being an unfettered philosopher than if he had produced “two or three dirty-nosed children”…What Peter is saying is that there is something wrong with the religion which at any time finds the claims and the demands of personal relationships a nuisance and an interruption.’ (Barclay p. 360) 2. ‘Peter really does mean that Christians should have a quality of relationships which is demonstrably different and satisfying, demanding a high and new loyalty’ (Lucas/Green p. 60) 3. Spiritual growth and maturity is not to make us more distant from our brethren. The more that we love God the more we should be loving our brethren (1 John 4:21). The closer we are being drawn to God, the closer we should be with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

‘love’-Love for God (Matthew 22:37), and active goodwill towards others, even our enemies (Matthew 5:44). The goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart (1 Timothy 1:5). ‘the deliberate desire for the highest good of the one loved, which shows itself in sacrificial action for that person’s good’ (Green p. 71) Someone has described this quality as treating others in the way that God has treated you. 

Points to Note:

Again, we see a huge contrast between real Christianity and what was being spread by the false teachers. On the one hand we find unselfishness, sacrifice, and always doing what is in the best spiritual interest of another. On the other hand, we find self-interest and exploitation of others (). 2. True love is a matter of choice (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). It is undefeatable goodwill. 3. It expresses itself in obedience to the commands of God (John 14:15; John 14:21; John 14:23; John 15:10; 1 John 2:5; 1 John 5:3; 2 John 1:6). 4. Is always prepared to sacrifice itself for others (John 13:34). 5. It is expressed towards all men, even the most unlovable (Matthew 5:44; Romans 13:10). 6. It is far from being a weak or sentimental thing. ‘Love in the New Testament sense of the term never makes the mistake of thinking that to let a person do as he likes is to love him. The N.T. is clear that there are times when anger, discipline, rebuke, punishment and chastening are parts of love.’ (Flesh and Spirit. Barclay p. 75) (2 Corinthians 2:4) 7. The reader needs to be impressed that ‘love’ is not something that just happens. So often people will say, ‘I am such a loving person’. Usually, what they are saying is that they are a person who thrives on emotion. This love must be sought after and pursued (1 Corinthians 14:1; 1 Timothy 6:11). Certain aspects of this love are tough (1 Corinthians 13:4-8).

None of the above qualities can stand alone. Without knowledge, faith will degenerate into superstition, knowledge without the motive of love, produces arrogance and self-righteousness. Patience without godliness leads to bitterness. Self-control which is devoid of virtue, is a humanist brand of self-control.

Also note that all these qualities are to exist together in the Christian life. The Christian is to be working on all of them at the same time.

Barren And Fruitful Christians:

Verse 8
2 Peter 1:8 ‘For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

‘are yours’-They can be ours! This section doesn’t present an impossible standard.

‘and are increasing’-Stresses continual growth. ‘There is no excuse for resting content with present attainment..Nor is there any room for indolence and the slackening of effort.’ (Green p. 71) ‘Peter insists that this growth is our own responsibility-not that we are to “let go and let God”, as some Christians say.’ (Lucas/Green p. 61)

‘they’-the previous qualities.

‘render you neither useless’-‘denotes inactive, idle, unfruitful, barren’ (Vine p. 243). ‘useless, unproductive’ (Arndt p. 104); ‘keep you from being ineffective’ (RV)

‘unfruitful’-‘not yielding what it ought to yield’ (Thayer p. 21) (Matthew 13:22; John 15:1-8)

‘in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ’-. 1. The false teachers stressed “knowledge” apart from moral purity. Peter stresses that the true knowledge of God can only be attained by the person who grows morally (1:5-7). 2. All of the qualities previously mentioned are essential for one to have a full, rich and intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ. See 1 John 4:8; 1 John 2:4.

Verse 9
2 Peter 1:9 ‘For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.’

‘he who lacks these qualities is..’-A professed Christian can fail to grow. Spiritual growth isn’t an automatic experience. ‘Is’-black and white, not ‘could be…might be..there is a possibility he is..’

‘blind’-(Revelation 3:14 ff). Spiritually blind. 

‘short-sighted’-near-sighted, dim-sighted, ‘so short-sighted that he is blind’ (Arndt p. 531). The idea could be that this person is spiritually blind because they are so focused upon the things of this world. ‘Heaven, and the things that pertain to the spiritual realm of life are pictured here as off in the distance, perceptible only to those with good eyesight (Mark 8:18).’ (Oberst p. 272) ‘a man is blind to heavenly things, and engrossed in the earthly.’ (Green p. 72) This is the precise condition that the false teachers were in.

‘having forgotten’-a voluntary forgetfulness. ‘has chosen to forget’ (TCNT). 

‘his purification from his former sins’-the meaning and importance of what happened when he became a Christian. The person who doesn’t grow after being baptized, is deliberately choosing to forget the great blessings that God had bestowed upon them (Psalms 103:1-5; 2 Peter 2:20-22). 

Points to Note:

Thus a failure to grow is often caused by: 1. Limited vision. When a person’s mind is focused on this world, the moment and the present. 2. When one loses an appreciation for their salvation, thinks that it wasn’t such a big deal, and that they weren’t as much of a sinner as the next person. Note that either you move forward or backwards spiritually. But you never remain the same. Where does Peter lay the blame for this unfruitful person? With the elders, the preacher, the brethren? No. But solely on the shoulders of the person who failed to grow (1 Corinthians 3:1-3; Hebrews 5:11-14; Revelation chapters 2-3). God expects His people to be fruitful and productive (Psalms 1:3; Isaiah 5:1-5; Matthew 7:19; Luke 8:15; John 15:2; Hebrews 6:7-8; Ephesians 2:10).

Verse 10
2 Peter 1:10 ‘Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;’

‘be all the more diligent’-‘zealous, eager, take pains, make every effort’ (Arndt p. 763). ‘More’-more and not less! ‘make all the greater efforts’ (Gspd); ‘Exert yourselves the more then’ (Ber). The false teachers looked at the grace of God and said, ‘We don’t have to try as hard, diligence isn’t needed’. This was the wrong view. Great blessings mean that we need to make sure that we don’t miss them! The Christian life is to be one of effort and diligence (Ephesians 4:3; 2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 4:11; Hebrews 12:15 ‘See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God..’; 2 Peter 3:14). ‘Because of God’s wonderful gifts, because the use of those gifts leads to an increased knowledge of Christ, therefore they must the rather exert themselves.’ (Green p. 73)

‘to make’-‘to make for yourselves’ (Robertson p. 152); ‘make sure for yourself’ (Green p. 74). We have a very essential role to play in our own salvation. We make the choice whether we will end up lost or saved. We are the one who determines whether we will grow or fall away.

‘certain’-‘firm, steadfast’ (Vine p. 99), ‘to put God’s Call and Selection of you beyond all doubt’ (TCNT). ‘Making God’s calling and selection of you “sure” (certain), is done by doing verses 5-7. Here is a thorough and decisive refutation of the doctrine of the impossibility of apostasy, and also the doctrine of predestination. It is impossible to make secure that which has never been in doubt.’ (Woods p. 154)

‘His calling and choosing you’-God calls by the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14). Seeing that the gospel is to be preached to every person (Mark 16:15), we must conclude that all are called. God then chooses us, when we accept His call (Matthew 22:14). Carefully note that the grace of God is not irresistible. Men may reject it (Galatians 2:21; 2 Corinthians 6:1). ‘the acid test of the genuineness of our faith is that either we make costly life changes on the basis of it, or we treat sin and judgment as irrelevant to a Christian.’ (Lucas/Green p. 63)

‘for as long as you practice these things’-‘For as long as’-the language of freewill and choice. ‘Practice’-which demands effort, diligence, time! ‘These things’-the qualities mentioned in the previous verses. ‘As long as you keep working on the previous qualities’. 

‘you will never stumble’-Carefully note the promise isn’t that you will never sin (1 John 1:8-10). ‘Stumble’-to stumble so as the fall (Romans 11:11), to depart from the faith, go astray. ‘a Christian who is permanently devoted to following Jesus will never fall into the kind of error the false teachers had blundered into because of their blindness and short-sightedness.’ (Lucas/Green p. 63)

Points to Note:

We can have assurance in our salvation! We can know that we are right with God at the present time. 2. Obviously, the verse doesn’t endorse the idea of once-saved-always-saved. ‘The metaphor is drawn from the surefootedness of a horse. A life of steady progress should characterize the Christian.’ (Green p. 74) 3. These verses also reveal that one doesn’t have to jump from one false doctrine to another before they find the truth. Some almost try to argue that everyone believes something that is wrong, or everyone must wade long and hard through errors and misconceptions before they finally discover the truth. I don’t see Peter advocating either idea.

Verse 11
2 Peter 1:11 ‘for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.’

‘for in this way’-Adding the previous qualities to one’s faith.

‘the entrance into the eternal kingdom..’-The eternal and heavenly kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 5:21).

‘abundantly supplied’-Supply the previous virtues and God will abundantly supply the entrance. ‘and it will be no grudging entrance that is afforded to you’ (Knox); ‘For thus you will be given a triumphant admission’ (TCNT).

Points to Note:

1. Consider God’s tremendous generosity! An eternity of bliss and happiness is given to the person who is simply faithful during an earthly lifetime. 2. Some have the attitude that they just want a little shack in view of heaven, or, just as long as they can squeak through the gate they will be happy. It is clear that no one will squeak into heaven. You are either saved or you are not saved. We don’t find a class of people who are barely saved or barely lost.

2. 

Verse 12
2 Peter 1:12 ‘Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.’

‘Therefore’-The truth will bear repetition. ‘they needed to be put in remembrance of these things, particularly in their present situation when the grace of God was being used as a cloak for licence (; cf. Romans 6:1) and the knowledge of God as a substitute for obedience (cf. 1 John 2:4).’ (Green p. 77)

‘I shall always be ready to remind you’-present tense, ‘keep on reminding you’. ‘to cause to remember, put one in mind, a remembrance prompted by another’ (Vine p. 274)

‘of these things’-The ‘things’ previously discussed in . 

Points to Note:

The answer to false doctrine is not a new teaching, but a correct understanding of the old teaching, the teaching that God had revealed (1 Corinthians 15:1-3; 2 Peter 3:1-2). 2. ‘We should always be wary, then, of people who arrive with a new or different Christian message, and look out for the danger sign that Peter’s basic lesson is being sidetracked in favour of a more attractive or “relevant” message. Those who teach the Bible have a great responsibility here, because there will always be a temptation to hold people’s attention with something new. We have to be humble enough to recognize that we are not creators of the Christian message. The task-the vital task-is to keep reminding people of it.’ (Lucas/Green p. 67) 3. The preacher must never grow weary of repeating valuable truths. ‘There is something drastically wrong when the grand old story becomes wearisome to a child of God. That the purity of the faith of our Lord depends upon a constant repetition of every phrase and facet of divine revelation. Let neither preacher nor member grow weary of hearing it. Let all understand that when they do, they are witnessing a symptom of apostasy. We all stand in danger of drifting away from the things we have heard and know very well.’ [Note: Preachers And Preaching. James P. Needman, p. 74] 

‘even though you already know them’-One of the tasks of the preacher is to remind Christians of what they already know (2 Timothy 2:14; Titus 3:1; Jude 1:5).

‘and have been established’-“Established”-‘are firmly established’ (TCNT); ‘steadfast believers in the truth’ (Wey); ‘firmly grounded’ (Gspd). ‘to strengthen, make firm, confirm one’s mind’ (Thayer p. 588)

‘which is present with you’-‘which you possess’ (Wey).

Points to Note:

The truth can be known. The average member can understand God’s Revelation 2:1-29. And yet, established Christians can fall away from the faith. ‘Surely this is a solemn warning that it is all too easy for those who have been Christians for some time to lapse into serious sin or doctrinal error.’ (Green p. 78) 2. These Christians had the truth. The truth is a complete and definite set of beliefs (Colossians 1:5; 1 Peter 1:22; Acts 2:42; John 8:32; Jude 1:3). ‘His fear is not that the second generation will codify and fossilize the truth, but rather that they will become so careless about it that they will forget it altogether.’ (Lucas/Green p. 67) 3. The only sure way to remain faithful to God, is to hold to what God has said. 4. It is obvious Peter believed that the truth the apostles had delivered was the truth for all time. He had not revealed a message just for that culture or that time.

Verse 13
2 Peter 1:13 ‘And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,’

‘And I consider it right’-This is the right thing to do. ‘Right’-‘that which regard for duty demands, what is right’ (Thayer p. 148). Carefully note, where Peter put the emphasis. He wasn’t going to spend the remaining days of his life trying to fix the institutions in society. He understood that the real purpose of a preacher is to remind people of what God has said. ‘Peter wanted to make the best use of the time left to him. Strikingly, he has no new teaching to impart to the Christians..’ (Lucas/Green p. 69)

‘as long as I am in this earthly dwelling’-‘Dwelling’-Tabernacle, booth, or tent pitched. Fig., used of the physical body. ‘so long as I sojourn in this body’ (Wey); ‘so long as I still lodge in this body’ (NEB). 

Points to Note:

The physical body is merely a tent or temporary dwelling for the soul (2 Corinthians 5:1 ff). 2. The statement reminds us of the temporary nature of this earthly life (James 4:13-15). 3. ‘It is a mixed metaphor which speaks powerfully about the way these men, who knew they faced painful and humiliating deaths, saw themselves as striking camp and moving on, or taking off a set of clothes.’ (Lucas/Green p. 69) 4. Notice how calmly Peter speaks about this impending death. 5. Like the faithful of old, the apostles also saw themselves as pilgrims, merely temporary residents of this life (Hebrews 11:9-16). 6. The statement also suggests that man is more than a body (2 Corinthians 5:1-9).

‘to stir you up’-‘to rouse you’ (TCNT); ‘stimulate’ (Phi); present tense, ‘keep on rousing you up’. ‘to rouse, awaken from sleep’ (Vine p. 73). 

‘by way of reminder’-‘preaching is very often reminding a man of what he already knows. It is the bringing back to his memory that truth which he has forgotten, or at which he refuses to look, or whose meaning he has not fully appreciated and realized. It often happens that the task of the preacher and the teacher is to say to men: “Remember what you know, and be what you are”.’ (Barclay p. 363)

Points to Note:

Unfortunately, many modern religious leaders have lost their faith in the Word of God to ‘stir up’ their members. Thus, other tactics are being used. 2. Some feel that it is the job of the preacher to find something ‘new’ in the Bible. 3. Peter believed that the Word of God is the tool to stimulate brethren (Hebrews 4:12-13). 4. The preacher also needs to remember that he is to stimulate the brethren instead of discouraging them. Someone has jokingly described the task of the preacher as ‘trying to raise the dead in 30 minutes.’

Verse 14
2 Peter 1:14 ‘knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.’

‘the laying aside’-‘a putting off or away’ (Vine p. 238); ‘removal, getting rid of’ (Arndt p. 91). Notice Peter’s attitude towards death: ‘We have much to learn (in our generation, when death has replaced sex as the forbidden subject) from Peter’s attitude to death. He had for years been living with death; he knew that his lot would be to die in a horrible and painful way. And yet he can speak of it in this wonderful way, apparently without fear or regret..’ (Green p. 79)

‘earthly dwelling’-If Peter is going to put off his earthly dwelling, then it is obvious that Peter is more than his physical body. Notice the attitude towards the physical body. It is not to be worshipped and neither is it the end all of our existence. Consider the freedom that God has given the Christian. Death is something that we don’t have to fear (Hebrews 2:15).

‘imminent’-‘swift, quick, of events soon to come or just impending’ (Thayer p. 616); ‘a swift approach’ (Vine p. 99). 

Points to Note:

Various writers who lived after the days of the apostles mention that Peter died during the persecution instigated by Nero. This would place the death of Peter prior to June 9th, 68 A.D., when Nero took his own life. ‘All the earliest records say that Peter was crucified, and Origen says he was crucified upside down.’ (Lucas/Green p. 69). 2. ‘the adverb (tachinos)…means literally swift, speedy, and may have reference to the manner of his death, not the time. His life was to be taken abruptly and suddenly in his old age.’ (Oberst p. 277) 3. And yet, in view of the urgency in the context, the meaning of “imminent” seems to refer to the time of his death.

‘as also our Lord Jesus Christ had made clear to me’-Many commentators link this statement back to John 21:18-19, where Jesus predicts what will happen at the end of Peter’s life. If this is the reference in the above passage, then Peter is citing this event before John recorded it. The word “imminent” suggests that this revelation from Jesus to Peter could have been a recent communication.

Verse 15
2 Peter 1:15 ‘And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you may be able to call these things to mind.’

‘diligent’-‘to exert one’s self, endeavor’ (Thayer p. 585) ‘they must give diligence to make their calling and election sure () and Peter for his part would give diligence to furnish them with a lasting record of the truths of Christianity.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 7)

‘at any time’-‘at every time, whenever there may be need’ (P.P. Comm. p. 7)

‘departure’-For the Christian, death is simply a departure. The Greek word rendered here, ‘departure’ is the word ‘exodus’, lit., a way out. Peter doesn’t agree with those who contend that man ceases to exist at the death of the body. Peter believes he will depart at death (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

‘you may be able to call these things to mind’-The best way for Peter’s audience to remember these truths after his death, is for Peter to put them into writing. Again, we are faced with the fact that the truths revealed through the apostles, the authority of their writings was not limited by the first century. (See also John 12:48; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 5:21; Revelation 21:8). Some see in the above statement a reference to the Gospel that Mark would write, who was a co-worker with Peter (1 Peter 5:13). Two important words occur in this section that should not be overlooked when considering the genuineness of this epistle. They are the words “tabernacle” and “decease/exodus”. Both words occur in the account of the transfiguration- Luke 9:31. Peter was present on that occasion.

‘Peter is far from being a bitter old man who resents the abilities and energies of the next generation of Christian leaders and does everything in his power to thwart them….Peter calls us to go back to the original model, time and again. Although two thousand years of church history have elapsed, there is a sense in which every generation of Christian is only the second generation. We do not have the direct knowledge and experiences of the first generation (which is why Peter takes such care to pass his experiences on to us), but neither are we at such a distance from the apostles that we need other teachers and interpreters….”the business of the church and of preaching is not to present us with new and interesting ideas, it is rather to go on reminding us of certain fundamental and eternal truths.’ (Lucas/Green p. 71)

The Truthfulness Of His Message:

‘Here Peter is clearly defending himself against some accusation of the false teachers’. Green p. 81)

Verse 16
2 Peter 1:16 ‘For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.’

‘For we’-“We”-Peter switches from ‘I’ (,13,15), to ‘we’. At this point he is including the other apostles. Peter realized that he wasn’t the only inspired man in the first century (2 Peter 3:15-16; 2 Peter 3:1-2). Peter also realized that the Word of God was being revealed through his fellow-apostles (John 16:13).

‘did not follow’- The apostles didn’t go out and find stories to embellish or myths to record.

‘cleverly devised’-‘tales artfully spun’ (NEB); ‘reason out, concoct subtly, or slyly’ (Arndt p. 760); ‘artfully framed by human cleverness’ (Vincent p. 685).

Points to Note:

1. Peter and the other apostles knew the difference between myth and truth (2 Timothy 4:2-4). 2. ‘Peter and his fellow apostles are being accused of serving up cleverly invented stories. The emphasis in the Greek is on the common human tendency to manufacture and embroider helpful religious myths. Such “slyly invented” nonsense, the false teachers say, is not credible to modern men and women and must be demythologized and replaced.’ (Lucas/Green p. 74)

‘tales’-‘fiction, falsehood’ (Thayer p. 419); ‘legend, myth, fable, tale, story’ (Arndt p. 529). When one abandons the truth, one is automatically headed towards myth and fiction (2 Timothy 4:4). ‘It is no new ambition. The false teachers whom Peter opposes claim that his message is a restrictive and demeaning lie. Instead, they offer “pleasure” and “freedom” (2:13,19) without the bother of his narrow doctrine (2:3). Peter has to defend the authenticity of what he says against an undeniably attractive opposition, and to do that he needs two sets of witnesses in the dock. He calls the New Testament apostles (verses 16-18) and the Old Testament prophets (verses 19-21)..’ (Lucas/Green p. 73)

‘when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ’-“Power and coming”-‘of the coming in power of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (TCNT). The ‘coming’ under consideration appears to be the Second Coming. The ‘coming’ be a manifestation of His power (2 Thessalonians 1:7). 

Points to Note:

It is clear that the false teachers were claiming that the teaching concerning the Second Coming was nothing but a fable. 2. Nothing is really new. Today, we find religious leaders among what is professed to be Christianity, arguing that there will be no judgment day or place of eternal condemnation. ‘they explained away the future element in salvation in terms of the past. Thus they could very well have said that the resurrection is past already, when the believer died and arose with Christ at his baptism.’ (Green p. 82) 3. We find the same error among those professing some connection with Christianity in our own time. The idea that the ‘kingdom of God’ is the ideal social order upon this earth, and that the purpose of the church is to reform the institutions found in society. 4. Don’t overlook the ‘we’ (). Peter knew that he wasn’t the only apostle who had mentioned the Second Coming of Christ. The apostles all taught the same thing (1 Corinthians chapter 15; 1 Thessalonians 4:13 ff).

‘but we were eyewitnesses’-Peter’s information wasn’t “second-hand”. He wasn’t spreading myth, rather he and others were giving eyewitness testimony (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8; Acts 4:33; Acts 10:41; Acts 4:20). ‘Peter emphasizes the first-hand nature of the apostolic teaching his readers had received…The word used for this (eyewitness, “epoptes”), is an unusual and interesting one. It was commonly used to denoted one initiated into the Mystery Religions. Peter’s point ….He is suggesting that the false teachers were outside the circle of the initiates to which the author and his readers belong. In so doing Peter effectively reverses their exclusive boasts to superiority over ordinary Christians on the grounds of being initiated into the higher “gnosis” to which their humbler brethren could never aspire.’ (Green p. 83)

‘of His majesty’-greatness, magnificence, splendor, grandeur.

Verse 17
2 Peter 1:17 ‘For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”’

‘For’-‘Justification of the above assertion that we were admitted witnesses of His majesty’ (Alford p. 1676). ‘He attacks the error by retelling the story of Jesus’ transfiguration. No doubt part of Peter’s reason in choosing this event was that it was the most supernatural event in the life of Jesus, and so would offend the anti-supernatural bias of the false teachers.’ (Lucas/Green p. 75)

‘He received honor and glory from God the Father’-the specific event under consideration is the Transfiguration. The ‘honor’ would include the testimony from the Father (Matthew 17:5). The ‘glory’, would apply to the Lord’s transfigured appearance (Luke 9:31-32).

‘such an utterance as this was made to Him’-The Transfiguration was an actual event. It isn’t a parable or an allegory. It really took place.

‘by the Majestic Glory’-‘full of Majesty’ (Thayer p. 394); ‘magnificent, sublime’ (Arndt p. 497). The phrase is comparable to expressions like, ‘divine power’ or ‘divine nature’. The bright cloud that overshadowed Jesus at the Transfiguration, like the shekinah glory that appeared over the mercy-seat in the tabernacle or temple. The voice that came from the cloud, was none other than the voice of the Father!

‘This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased’-(Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35). ‘Well-pleased’-‘take delight with or in someone’(Arndt p. 319) ‘The construction is pregnant, and the meaning is that from all eternity the “good pleasure” of God the Father was directed towards him, and still abideth on him.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 8) (John 17:24)

Points to Note:

What the gospels record actually happened, and it happened exactly like Matthew, Mark, Luke and John recorded it as happening. 2. Jesus accurately revealed Deity to mankind (John 1:18). The picture that Jesus gives us of God is a true and correct picture (John 14:9). 3. To reject Jesus, is to reject the Father. Any criticism directed against Jesus is equally directed against the Father.

Verse 18
2 Peter 1:18 ‘and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.’

‘we ourselves heard this utterance’-Along with Peter, James and John were also present at this event (Matthew 17:1). ‘”We” emphatic, this voice we ourselves..and no other..heard.’ (Woods p. 158)

‘when we were with Him on the holy mountain’-Because of the events that took place there, the mountain is referred to as holy (Exodus 3:5). And if the Transfiguration wasn’t a myth, then certainly nothing else in the New Testament is mythical. The apostles were eye and ear witnesses.

Point to Note:

Once again we see the dishonesty of those who criticize the Bible. On the one hand, critics claim that this letter was written by an impostor, because he is trying too hard to identify himself with Peter. On the other hand, if this mention of the Transfiguration was missing, then the same critics would complain that the letter lacked evidence. 

‘This whole passage has a great interest in showing the impact made by the transfiguration upon those who were present. Peter uses the incident here to emphasize his authoritative knowledge of the historical Jesus (and thereby to rebut the false teachers’ talk of “myths”), to stress the message (against false teachers who were twisting both), and to draw from the incarnate life of Jesus a positive pledge of the future coming in glory which the false teachers laughed at.’ (Green p. 86)

‘The authority of the apostles is being defended precisely on the issue of whether they spoke about God accurately and authoritatively; hence Peter’s emphasis that they both saw and heard….Today we have to accept that same double authority. It is not simply their testimony to a series of encounters with Jesus that is important and decisive. They claim to have the right to give the only true interpretation, the unique meaning, of those events….The Bible is not the subjective record of a religious quest that we can supplement or challenge with our own experiences. God has spoken.’ (Lucas/Green p. 79)

The Old Testament Prophets:

Verse 19
2 Peter 1:19 ‘And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.’

‘And so we have the prophetic word’-‘the message of the prophets’ (Gspd)/(NEB) (Romans 16:26)

‘made more sure’-‘trusty’ (Thayer p. 99); ‘firm, stedfast’ () (Vine p. 96); ‘reliable, dependable, certain, “we possess the prophetic word as something altogether reliable.” (Arndt p. 138). ‘We have the word of prophecy confirmed’ (Wey); ‘All this only confirms for us the message of the prophets’ (NEB).

Points to Note:

One view is that the words of the prophets are even greater evidence than the Transfiguration. 2. Another view is that the Transfiguration confirmed all the Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament and made it clear that Jesus is the Son of God. Thus Peter is placing complete confidence in the Old Testament Scriptures. ‘Kelly believes that the prophetic word “has been made ‘more sure’ in the sense both that God has Himself certified it as true and it is already in process of fulfillment.’ (Hamilton p. 87) ‘The prophecies of the Old Testament…which foretold of Christ’s coming, deity, and greatness, are rendered more sure and unimpeachable now that He had come and the Transfiguration had taken place.’ (Oberst p. 283)

‘to which’-i.e. to the words of the prophets.

‘you do well to pay attention’-‘turn the mind to, attend to, be attentive’ (Thayer p. 546); ‘pay attention, give heed to, follow’ (Arndt p. 714). Instead of paying attention to the claims of the false teachers, listen to what God has said! The tense is present, indicating the need for continuous or regular action.

‘as to a lamp shining in a dark place’-(Psalms 119:105 ‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet’). 

Points to Note:

The Scriptures, even the Old Testament Scriptures are clear and understandable. They were not given to confuse mankind, but rather to enlighten and guide. 2. Without a reliance upon the Scriptures you will end up in darkness. Without the Scriptures, mankind is in darkness (Matthew 4:16; John 3:19; Acts 26:18; Romans 2:19; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Peter 2:9). 3. ‘Dark’-‘squalid, dirty’ (Thayer p. 87) ‘it is a subtle association of the idea of darkness with squalor, dryness and general neglect.’ (Vincent p. 687) ‘we are on a pilgrimage throughout our lives in this dark world. God has graciously provided us with a lamp, the Scriptures. If we pay attention to them for reproof, warning, guidance, and encouragement we shall walk safely. If we neglect them, we shall be engulfed by darkness. The whole course of our lives ought to be governed by the Word of God.’ (Green p. 89)

‘until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts’-‘Dawn’-‘to shine through, it describes the breaking of daylight upon the darkness of night’ (Vine p. 270). ‘Morning star’-‘The morning star…is Venus, which catches the sun’s rays just before dawn and is a promise of daytime.’ (Lucas/Green p. 82)

Points to Note:

Jesus is often referred to as the ‘morning star’ (Revelation 22:16; Numbers 24:16; Revelation 2:28). 2. Some say that the ‘day’ under consideration is the Second Coming. That we need to take heed to the Scriptures until Jesus comes again. At that point our lamp will no longer be needed (a lamp is no longer required once the sun is up). But it is hard to see how the Second Coming arises in the heart of the believer. 3. Others see the verse as teaching that we need to attend to the Scriptures, because that is the only path to the full and clear understanding of the truth, in contrast to the murky and dark positions being advocated by the false teachers. The Old Testament was a bringer of lighter (2 Timothy 3:15), the full and complete truth was revealed through Jesus Christ (John 1:17; John 8:12; John 16:13).

Verse 20
2 Peter 1:20 ‘But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation,’

‘But know this first of all’-‘Understanding this, at the outset’ (Mof). ‘is meant that we must recognize this truth as of primary importance, or, before we commence the study of the prophetic word.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 10). The first essential truth to be understood about the Old Testament Scriptures is as follows. Or, we might say, ‘The first rule in studying the Old Testament, is to recognize that….’

‘that no’-This truth applies to the whole Old Testament. 

‘prophecy of Scripture’-the utterances of the Old Testament prophets. A prophet was a mouthpiece or spokesman for God (Exodus 7:1-2; Hebrews 1:1). “Prophecy”-‘signifies the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God’ (Vine p. 221) “Scripture”-hence we are talking about the written messages of the prophets, i.e. the Old Testament. Keep in mind that the writings of the New Testament are also labeled as Scripture (1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Peter 3:16)

‘is a’-‘comes, springs’ (Robertson p. 158); ‘becomes, arises, comes into being’ (P.P. Comm. p. 10); ‘arises, originates’ (Vincent p. 688).

‘one’s own’-‘pertaining to oneself, one’s own’ (Thayer p. 296). ‘according to his own capability’ (Arndt p. 369).

‘interpretation’-‘to loose, solve, explain, denotes a solution, explanation…i.e. the writers of the Scriptures did not put their construction upon the “God breathed words they wrote” (Vine p. 268). ‘was ever though up by the prophet himself’ (Tay)

Points to Note:

Unfortunately, some have concluded that the above passage is saying that the individual cannot understand the Bible. Barclay erroneously concludes, ‘The one place in which the Spirit specially resides, and the one place in which the Spirit is specially operative is the Church; and, therefore, Scripture must be interpreted in the light of the teaching, the belief, and the tradition of the Church. God is our Father in the faith, but the Church is our mother in the faith.’ (p. 370) 2. Notice how he is using the word ‘Church’. He thinks that there is a ‘Church’ that exists separate and apart from Christians (Acts 20:28). 3. He views the educated leaders in the Church as being infallible, which is another misconception (Acts 20:29-30). In fact, Barclay even goes so far as to say, ‘If then, we wish to interpret (understand) Scripture, we must never arrogantly insist that our interpretation of it must be correct; we must humbly go to the works of the great devoted scholars to learn what they have to teach us, because of what the Spirit taught them.’ (p. 370) 4. In contrast, to the above view, the apostle Paul believed that every Christian could understand what he wrote (Ephesians 3:3-5). In addition, none of the Bible was written for the ‘great scholars’. The letters were written to members, common people! 5. We can understand the Scriptures! (Acts 17:11; Ephesians 5:17; 2 Timothy 2:15; John 5:39). 6. I’m not impressed by the so-called inspiration of the great scholars, when such men can’t even properly interpret this verse! 7. Peter is not talking about the interpretation of those reading the Scriptures, for everyone must interpret. Interpretation means nothing more than ‘understanding’. Each one is commanded to understand (Ephesians 5:17). Rather, Peter is talking about the prophets who delivered the prophecies. The next verse explains that the prophecies did not originate in the mind of the prophet, but rather with God.

Verse 21
2 Peter 1:21 ‘for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.’

‘For’-Which defines ‘who’ is under consideration in the statement, ‘one’s own interpretation’. The readers of Scripture are not under consideration, rather, the prophets themselves.

‘no prophecy’-Contrary to the claims of such groups as the Jesus Seminar, we cannot take the Bible and divide it up into what is God’s word and what is human speculation or human addition. Whatever is found in the Scriptures has been recorded accurately!

‘was ever made by an act of human will’-‘will, choice’ (Thayer p. 285); ‘subjective, will, the act of willing or desiring, by an act of human will’ (Arndt p. 354) ‘The prophets did not make up what they wrote…It is interesting that in this, perhaps the fullest and most explicit biblical reference to the inspiration of its authors, no interest should be displayed in the psychology of inspiration. The author is not concerned with what they felt like, or how much they understood, but simply with the fact that they were the bearers of God’s message.’ (Green p. 91 ‘Clark puts it, “Isaiah did not get out of bed one morning and say, ‘I have decided to write some prophecies today..’”’ (Lucas/Green p. 83)

‘but men moved by the Holy Spirit’-‘Moved’-‘to be conveyed or borne’ (Thayer p. 650); ‘to bear, carry, they were “borne along” or impelled by the Holy Spirit’s power, not acting according to their own wills or simply expressing their own thoughts, but expressing the mind of God in words provided and ministered by Him.’ (Vine p. 89) ‘He says they were moved, not because they were out of their minds (as the heathen imagine…in their prophets), but because they dared nothing by themselves but only in obedience to the guidance of the Spirit.’ (Green p. 92)

‘spoke from God’-God was the source of the message and not themselves. The concepts and the words which revealed those concepts were both given and chosen by God (1 Corinthians 2:9-13; Haggai 1:13; Jeremiah 1:17; Exodus 4:12-16).

Points to Note:

We must reject the theory that God gave the concept, but allowed the writers to express that concept in their own words: 1. If man could accurately express a concept, then why did God have to reveal the concept in the first place? 2. Jesus believed that everything in the text was the Word of God (Matthew 5:17-18). And even made an argument based on the tense of a word in the Scriptures (Matthew 22:29-32). In like manner, Paul based an argument upon whether a word in the Old Testament text was singular, instead of plural (Galatians 3:16). 3. Another proof of verbal inspiration is that the prophets didn’t fully understand or comprehend everything they were recording (1 Peter 1:10-12).

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Outline of Chapter 2:

Beware Of False Teachers: 

God’s Track Record Of Judgment/Deliverance: 

Profile Of False Teachers: 

Their Dangerous Teaching: 

Introductory Comments:

‘Peter’s thought still lingers in the Old Testament prophecies (). In Israel there were false prophets also among the people as well as true; and now history was repeating itself.’ (Green p. 93)

In this chapter Peter is now moving from ‘defense’ (defending what he and the other apostles taught ), to the attack mode. This chapter shatters many modern religious myths, and Peter probably wouldn’t be allowed to preach this sermon in most denominational churches of our time. In contrast to the current religious climate and thinking, Peter states: 1. False teachers will exist. They existed in every generation in the O.T., and N.T., so why do we think that our generation will be exempt? 2. They will be very popular and they will have many followers (2:2). 3. They will preach a very popular and easy to believe message (2:19). 4. Doctrine does matter! What makes a person a false teacher is the false doctrine that he or she spreads (2:1).

I recently was given a book which many in the left wing of the liberal churches have embraced. The book is entitled ‘The Twisted Scriptures’ by W. Carl Ketcherside. As I have been reading the book, I am reminded that people need to take seriously the truths presented in Second Peter chapter 2. Mr. Ketcherside writes, ‘A man may hold a view as to the perseverance of the saints (once saved, always saved, Calvinism-MD), the manner of the resurrection, or the second coming of our Lord (Premillennialism, A.D. 70 Theory, or no second coming-MD), and he may prove to be as wrong as one could be, but he cannot be debarred from citizenry in the kingdom of heaven by the other subjects, any more than one can be disenfranchised in the United States because he disagrees with the government space program or the approach of overseas help.’ (p. 46)

It is sad when Biblical truths are likened to one’s opinion about the space program or the foreign policy of a secular nation. In effect, the above author is saying that the doctrines in the Bible are completely unimportant in reference to our salvation. Peter in this chapter clearly denies such shallow thinking.

Commentary:

Verse 1
2 Peter 2:1 ‘But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.’

‘But false prophets also arose among the people’-In contrast to the true prophets previously mentioned (). 

Points to Note:

Another historical reference to the Old Testament, and simply one more place where the New Testament confirms the historical accuracy of the Old Testament Scriptures. 2. Again, we see the importance of correctly handling the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15), teaching and believing the correct doctrines (1 Timothy 4:16). In the Old Testament, the death penalty was attached to the crime of spreading false doctrine (Deuteronomy 13:5; Deuteronomy 18:20). ‘That is how important it was to pay attention to what God really had said and not to make it up according to what people wanted to hear.’ (Lucas/Green p. 86) 3. The Old Testament is filled with warnings against, and actual cases of false prophets. Note the tendencies found among the false prophets: A. They were more interested in gaining popularity than in telling the truth. Their policy was to tell people what they wanted to hear (Jeremiah 6:14; 1 Kings 22:1-53). In fact their messages were often pleasing to the ear, very upbeat, positive and reassuring (Jeremiah 5:31; Jeremiah 14:13-16; Jeremiah 23:17; Jeremiah 27:9-10; Jeremiah 27:14; Jeremiah 27:16-18; Jeremiah 29:8-9). B. They were interested in personal profit (Micah 3:11). C. They were often immoral in their personal lives (Isaiah 28:7; Jeremiah 23:14; Jeremiah 23:32). D. They claimed to speak from God, when in reality God wasn’t speaking through them (Jeremiah 14:14). 

‘”False prophets” may mean that they falsely claimed to be prophets, or that they prophesied false things; probably both. The men were as untrustworthy as the message. Mayor made an interesting collection of the characteristics of the false prophets which were strikingly present in the situation to which Peter addresses himself. Their teaching was flattery; their ambitions were financial; their lives were dissolute; their conscience was dulled, and their aim was deception..’ (Green pp. 93-94)

Carefully consider the above comment. In our own time we are increasingly hearing voices within the Church claiming that a false teacher is someone who is intentionally trying to deceive, rather than simply a man who is spreading false doctrine. But that definition doesn’t fit or exhaust the meaning of ‘false’ prophet. One was still a false prophet, if they simply claimed to speak from God, when God wasn’t speaking through them-regardless of their intentions.

‘just as there will also be false teachers’-‘False’-‘teachers of falsehood’ (Alford p. 1679); ‘one who teaches falsehoods’ (Arndt p. 891) ; ‘men whose teaching was false’ (P.P. Comm. p. 42) If we claim that the word ‘false’ demands that these teachers are intentionally trying to deceive, i.e. they know they are spreading error. And that we can’t call anyone a false teacher unless they are dishonest, then we have just handcuffed ourselves. Since no man today can read the heart of another man (1 Corinthians 2:11), it would be impossible to know for sure if someone is a false teacher (spreading error intentionally) or simply a man spreading falsehood, but with sincere motives. I would agree that a person teaching falsehood might be sincere, but if you teach something that leads others into error and that error condemns their souls, then you are just as dangerous!

Peter is not the only New Testament writer who warned us about such individuals: Jesus also sounded the warning (Matthew 7:15; Matthew 24:11; Matthew 24:24); so did Paul (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Romans 16:18; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3; 1 Timothy 4:1-4; 2 Timothy 4:3-4). 

Peter may have called these individuals ‘false teachers’ in contrast with ‘false prophets’, because they may not have claimed to speak by inspiration, but rather, twisted the existing Scriptures instead. 

‘among you’-Which is placed in contrast to ‘among the people’ (i.e. the nation of Israel). This is simply another indication that Christians, the Church is the true Israel of God in the New Covenant (1 Peter 2:9-10).

‘secretly introduce’-‘to introduce or bring in secretly or craftily’ (Thayer p. 487); ‘with the connotation that it is done secretly or maliciously’ (Arndt p. 624) (Galatians 2:4; Jude 1:4). 

Points to Note:

‘These people will not have big signs around their necks, saying, “I am a false teacher, so please do not listen to me”. They will be highly plausible, and they will secretly introduce, or “smuggle in”, their ideas’ (Lucas/Green p. 87) 2. It suggests that error is not always easy to spot. The approach won’t be, ‘Stop serving God, or become an atheist’. Rather, it will be subtle. 3. The above word actually means, ‘to bring in by the side of’. Which suggests that they will be preaching some truth, but alongside of that truth, will come error. 4. The word ‘secretly’ should inform us that their tactics will probably be to work behind the scenes. The discipleship movement is famous for working within small little cell groups within congregations. 

A couple of years ago I ran into the following statement that reminded me of the above expression used by Peter: In the May 1993 issue of Wineskins, an article entitled ‘Change Without Chaos’, states, ‘Strategy one: WEAVE!….Teach new ideas for a while, stretching your church out beyond comfort zones and into fresh thinking….But when you feel your church approaching the limits of tolerance, back off! Talk about familiar and safe things for a while. Then, move back out to the cutting edge again. Weave in and out: first the new ideas, then as you actually implement new practices’ [Note: Lynn Anderson, “Change Without Chaos”, Wineskins, Vol. II, No. 1, May 1993.] 

Concerning all sorts of subjects this “weave” practice is being implemented. I have read about ‘experts’ in this practice, being solicited by elderships to give them a seminar on how to introduce the practice of choirs and soloists into the worship service. Usually the advice is to start out making small deviations, so that you actually set people up to accept error. This typically involves having certain groups (the basses, women, etc..) sing all by themselves (i.e. in this verse of the song, let’s just have the altos sing), which will get people used to the idea of listening to the singing of others, without singing themselves.

Can you imagine Jesus, Paul, Peter and any other of the apostles and early Christians engaging in such deceptive practices? (1 Peter 2:1) 

**Mark this down. People who often go off into error claim to have a deeper love for God than the person trying to stand for the truth. It is claimed that they are free-the other person is bound. They are open and transparent, the other person is legalistic. They have found real Christianity! I didn’t know that deception was part of real Christianity! (1 Peter 2:1)**

‘destructive’-‘heresies that lead to destruction’ (Arndt p. 103). So much for the idea that it doesn’t matter what we believe. Or, that no-one will be lost for believing the wrong thing (Galatians 5:1-4; Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

‘heresies’-‘denotes a choosing, choice, then, that which is chosen, an opinion, esp., a self-willed opinion, which is substituted for submission to the power of truth, and leads to division and the formation of sects (Galatians 5:20). (Vine p. 217) ‘opinion, dogma’ (Arndt p. 24) ‘new, self-chosen doctrines, alien from the truth’ (Alford p. 1679) ‘opinions destructive of true faith…the word is used in our sense of “false doctrine”.’ (Green p. 94) Peter did believe that ideas have consequences! Peter is drawing a line of fellowship on the basis of doctrine. 

‘even denying the Master who bought them’-‘Denying’-‘disowning’ (TCNT); ‘repudiate, disown’ (Arndt p. 107). ‘the Master’-i.e. Jesus. ‘who bought them’-(1 Corinthians 6:20; Revelation 5:9).

Points to Note:

These false teachers at one time had been brethren, they had been purchased with the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19). A Christian can fall away from the truth. 2. In what sense were they denying the ‘Master’ who bought them? A. The practical denial of Jesus by living an ungodly life (Titus 1:16). B. The denial of His authority, by teaching things that contradicted His revelation. Anytime that we depart from His word, we are in effect saying, ‘I don’t need His guidance.’ C. The denial of His right to judge us, or the denial that we will be judged at all (2 Peter 3:4 ff). It is clear that one cannot profess to love Jesus and at the same time repudiate and contradict His teachings (John 14:15). Too many people want a relationship with Jesus, that is a relationship of co-equals, or a relationship that allows them to deviate at will from His teaching. Jesus is the Master, the ‘Lord’. Our relationship with Him must include the concept of obedience and submission, which are cheerfully and gratefully given to One who is so worthy.

‘bring swift destruction upon themselves’-‘Swift’-quick, ‘speedy ruin’ (TCNT); ‘sudden and unexpected’ (Alford p. 1679). Same word as used in . The idea isn’t that God will strike them dead at any moment, but rather, when destruction comes (and it will), it will catch those who have failed to repent by surprise, with no chance for repentance (1 Thessalonians 5:3). When judgment comes it will be swift, unexpected and impossible to escape. The very teachings that they deny (the judgment day, hell, etc…)will come upon them. People who deny the existence of hell, will experience it first hand!

Verse 2
2 Peter 2:2 ‘And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be maligned;’

‘And many will follow’-(Matthew 7:13-14). 

Points to Note:

False doctrine spreads! Not only do they bring destruction upon themselves, but they also bring it upon others. 2. ‘Follow’-‘Following close at their heels, imitating and copying their ways..’(Oberst p. 296) 3. We should put little confidence in numbers, the majority opinion, the ‘mainstream’, or the ‘great middle section of the Church.’ 4. In addition, we cannot accept the naïve belief that there are only a few false teachers in the world today and that they have a very limited influence. 

‘sensuality’-‘denotes excess, absence of restraint, indecency, wantonness, the prominent idea is shameless conduct.’ (Vine p. 310). 

Points to Note:

It doesn’t necessarily mean that these men are living in the gutter, but their teachings encourage the casting off of restraint and rules. 2. The ethics and morality of such men have become a matter of private choice or personal opinion. The key words they use are ‘self-expression’, ‘fulfillment’, rather than purity and obedience. ‘If there is no longer a master to please, then there will only be ourselves to please; and if someone starts speaking a message that flatters people rather than calling them to repentance and faith, and that encourages them to enjoy their darkest and most secret wishes rather than hard discipleship and learning, it will not be surprising that many will follow. Such a message makes no demands other than the ones we want to make on ourselves..’ (Lucas/Green p. 90) 3. Such individuals have the habit of claiming that their opponents don’t understand ‘grace’. That ‘grace’ will cover the person in error, sin or we don’t have to worry about doctrinal deviations, for grace will take care of that (Jude 1:4). 4. As a modern example, note what is happening in the denominations, where people presently involved in homosexual practices are being accepted and even appointed to positions of leadership. 

‘the way of truth will be maligned’-‘reviled at, railed at’ (Thayer p. 102). ‘and thereby bring discredit on the way of truth’ (Phi). 

Points to Note:

Non-Christians are very perspective, they can tell when religion has become nothing more than a blanket, behind which habitual sinners are hiding. They aren’t fooled by new definitions of grace or love. Neither are they impressed by high-sounding arguments. If professed ‘Christians’ are as immoral as people in the world, then what they profess is a sham. 2. ‘The theme of God’s name being blasphemed by the heathen because of the unsatisfactory life of His people is a commonplace in the Bible (Romans 2:24; Isaiah 52:5).’ (Green p. 95) (See also 1 Timothy 6:1 and Titus 2:4-5) 3. Christianity is ‘the way of truth’, not, ‘one of the ways of truth’ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 4. Christianity contains ‘objective truth’. 

In contrast to what Peter says, notice what some are saying today: ‘faith is more a matter of intuition and feeling than of logic and reason…we will not win this fight for faith if we wage it on the basis of reason’. [Note: William S. Banowsky, former president of Pepperdine University. 1996 Abilene Lectures.] 

Verse 3
2 Peter 2:3 ‘and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.’

‘in their greed’-Indicating that part of their motivation stems from greed. ‘Flattering people for the sake of gaining an advantage’ (Jude 1:16). People who look at religion as a means to personal gain (1 Timothy 6:5; Titus 1:11).

Points to Note:

This isn’t just financial gain. ‘Gain’ can also come in the form of popularity, fame and praise. 2. People don’t get off track because the Scriptures are too difficult or a passage throws them a curve. Rather, people get in trouble when they start thinking, ‘I wish I could be popular at the same time, I wish I could be in demand for big speaking engagements, seminars and the like. I wish earthly success could be part of the package. I wish I could avoid all scrutiny, and be able to teach and preach what I want without any sort of criticism or examination.’ 3. ‘Even in honest churches…there is always the temptation to put fingers in the till, and to ask the preacher to preach in ways that will uplift and make people “feel good” before the collection is taken up. That is the start of the rot, which lets the bank balance rule the church’s priorities.’ (Lucas/Green pp. 91-92)

‘exploit you’-‘to deal in, use a thing or person for gain’ (Thayer p. 208); ‘buy and sell, trade in’ (Arndt p. 256). ‘they will try to make you a source of profit’ (TCNT). Carefully note that the pew basically gets the preaching that it wants. If we want to feel good-then there will be an abundance of speakers to accommodate our wishes (2 Timothy 4:3-4). But we forewarned! They aren’t doing this out of the goodness of their hearts, they have their own demands. 

‘with false words’-‘fabricated’ (Vincent p. 690). ‘words artfully and skillfully forged for the occasion’ (Woods p. 164). ‘phony arguments, which were designed not for helping the hearers but for fleecing them.’ (Green p. 96). ‘They will exploit you with cunning arguments’ (Mof). When personal prestige is the goal, then truth no longer matters. “Our ministry” now takes priority over serving God. Promoting my book, seminar or video series, is more important than preaching the Word. Attracting greater audiences and making a name for myself is more important than getting back to the Bible. Therefore, a person will be willing to ‘fabricate’ arguments, definitions of words, etc…whatever it takes to hold on to his or her status or position.

‘their judgment from long ago is not idle’-From ancient times God has made it clear that sin will be punished (Jude 1:14-16). False prophets/false teachers have always been condemned (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). ‘idle’-‘inactive, to linger, delay’ (Thayer p. 72). ‘The judgment is not idle, it is represented as a living thing, awake and expectant…long ago that judgment started on its destroying path, and the fate of sinning angels, and the deluge, and the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah were but incidental illustrations of its power, nor has it ever since lingered.’ (Vincent p. 690)

‘and their destruction is not asleep’-‘to be napping, negligent, careless’ (Thayer p. 431); ‘and on their trail destruction is awake’ (Mof). ‘perdition waits for them with unsleeping eyes’ (NEB) ‘they may pooh-pooh the idea of a final retribution, but they are doomed men, on the edge of punishment’ (Mof). ‘God’s verdict on sin has been crystal clear from the very first warning about the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the garden.’ (Lucas/Green p. 93) Friend, next time you become discouraged concerning the spread and success of those groups which advocate error. Next time you are tempted to envy their huge facilities, large crowds, place of prestige in the community---remember these verses! You are envying people who like the Pharisees, have traded an eternal reward for the praise of men (Matthew 6:1-5). No statue of limitations handicaps the judgment of God. Here we find the true ‘long-arm’ of the law.

God’s Track Record:

‘In order to explain why we would be very foolish to presume on God’s patience, Peter uses the important principle that God delays judgment so as to exercise mercy.’ (Lucas/Green p. 93)

Lest, the false teachers and their follows scoff at the strong statements made by Peter, he gives three historical proofs.

Concerning this section of Scripture, Green observes: ‘Doubtless such stringent condemnations as Peter’s appear to twentieth-century readers as old-fashioned and inappropriate, because we have largely lost any sense of diabolical danger of false teaching, and have become as dulled to the distinction between truth and falsehood in ideas as we have to the distinction between right and wrong in behavior. But it is impossible to be alive, as Peter was, to the ethical and intellectual importance of “the way of truth”…without being incensed when that way is flouted, particularly in the Church.’ (p. 97)

Verse 4
2 Peter 2:4 ‘For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;’

‘For’-Peter argues from Old Testament precedent (approved examples?), and then makes a necessary inference at the end (). This section of Scripture completely destroys the idea that the Old Testament is historically untrustworthy, or the idea that God won’t punish anyone, or the popular idea that God will change His mind about sin.

‘God’-God hasn’t changed. The God Who revealed Himself in the Old Testament, is the same God Who reveals Himself in the New Testament. God feels the same way about sin. Therefore, all the examples in the Old Testament are relevant examples for all time (Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-11).

‘did not spare angels when they sinned’-‘angels’-‘a messenger..to deliver a message. Angels are always spoken of in the masculine gender, the feminine form of the word does not occur.’ (Vine p. 55). The word rendered ‘angels’ is at times used for human messengers (Mark 1:2; Luke 7:24; Luke 7:27; Luke 9:52). Some have speculated that this verse might refer to human messengers, who in the past became unfaithful to their Divine charge. But I have always viewed it as referring to what we usually call ‘angels’.

Points to Note:

Some have had a problem with ‘sin’ happening in heaven. And yet in the book of Job, God allows the devil to approach Him (Job 1:6). 2. There are certain passages that seem to infer that these angels, including whatever the devil might have originally been, fell into sin because of pride and arrogance (Jude 1:6; 1 Timothy 3:6). 3. Other passages confirm that purely spiritual beings have sinned and will end up lost (Matthew 25:41; 1 Corinthians 6:3; 2 Corinthians 12:7; Galatians 1:8; Revelation 12:7; Revelation 12:9; Hebrews 2:16). 4. We know that God has created all things, both material and immaterial (Colossians 1:16). The devil and his angels are created beings. Therefore, we must conclude that originally they stood in a right relationship with God, and later decided to rebel. 5. Like the false teachers, these angels had apparently figured that they were beyond God’s judgment. ‘they mock Peter’s naïve and primitive faith in a day of judgment. But Peter says that no-one, not even the most glorious and powerful of those who stand against God, can avoid him.’ (Lucas/Green p. 96)

I think there is a great and inspiring thought to consider. Rebellion has taken place both in the spiritual realm as well as in this earthly realm. All who presently oppose God are siding with the devil and the angels who arrogantly opposed God. All who side with God, are siding with the good angels, the faithful messengers, glorious and unselfish individuals who serve God with joy and loyalty. On which side do you stand? Brethren the person who understands the Bible, understands that real life is a far more compelling story than any fictional drama that we could witness on the big screen. We are in a battle for our eternal lives!

‘cast them into’-Even the mighty angels are completely powerless to reverse the decisions of God. What a lesson for the human race! What a lesson for people who think that some human invention is going to liberate them from God’s jurisdiction. 

‘hell’-the Greek word means, ‘to consign to Tartarus’. This is the only occurrence of this word in the New Testament. 

Points to Note:

From the verse it is clear that this isn’t Gehenna, the final abode of the wicked (Matthew 25:41), but rather a temporary holding place until final sentencing. 2. In secular literature, the word ‘Tartarus’ was used by the Greeks as a subterranean place lower than Hades where Divine punishment was meted out. It was the Greek word for ‘hell’ in their culture. ‘In Homer, Hades is used as the place of confinement for dead men, while Tartarus is the name given to the murky abyss beneath Hades in which the sins of fallen immortals (Kronos, Japetos, and the Titans) are punished.’ (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 135)

Unfortunately, some people get all worried when Biblical writers use a secular term for a Divine truth. But remember, God chose the word! God is saying, ‘Unbelievers do understand some truths: A. Hell is real, yes there is a place of eternal torment. B. Yes there is a place where mighty beings (not Greek immortals or gods), but fallen angels have been imprisoned. Such references should remind the Christian that if there is any similarity at times between the Biblical account and some secular account, then the secular account is a human embellishment, a mass of human tradition and myth.

‘committed them to pits of darkness’-(; Jude 1:13; Hebrews 12:18). Life apart from God is blackness and gloom. Apart from God, even God’s physical blessings, such as light, are absent. One way of looking at hell, is solitary confinement for eternity. Hell is a place where you are left all by yourself. You didn’t want to have anything to do with God-hence that is your wish. But apart from God, you can’t create your own world, you can’t even create light, happiness, etc…In fact, you can’t even create a book to read.

‘reserved for judgment’-‘to await their doom’ (Gspd) Jude 1:6; Matthew 25:41.

Verse 5
2 Peter 2:5 ‘and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;’

‘and did not spare’-The repetition of this phrase () is an attack upon the false teachers insistence upon ‘grace’ as an automatic ticket to heaven. ‘Grace’ didn’t cover the angels, and grace didn’t save Noah’s contemporaries. God did not spare! But like then, today we are hearing that ‘God will spare’. God will spare all the people in error, God will spare the denominations, God will spare the Premillennialists and the Calvinists, and God will even spare the good moral person who ever becomes a Christian. What about the seemingly sincere people who refused to believe Noah’s preaching?

‘the ancient world’-and not merely the people in Noah’s home town or neighborhood. The flood was universal in scope! (2 Peter 3:5-6). Again, the flood really happened! Genesis is historical truth, it isn’t myth. If Genesis is mythical, then the false teachers were right about the Second Coming being a myth. Either both events are true or neither event is true. God links them together (2 Peter 3:1-18).

‘preserved Noah’-Noah was a real person. His name was ‘Noah’. In the flood, Noah doesn’t represent a whole race of people. The flood isn’t an allegory. Noah was a real man.

‘a preacher of righteousness’-‘lit., a herald’ (Vincent p. 692). One who proclaimed righteousness, i.e. a man who proclaimed the standards and will of Almighty God. Through Noah, Jesus preached to Noah’s generation (1 Peter 3:19-20). 

Points to Note:

‘How could a good man keep quiet when he saw others going to ruin?’ (Lucas/Green p. 97) Not only was Noah building an Ark, he was also preaching to his contemporaries. ‘Righteousness’-‘the state of him who is such as he ought to be…the condition acceptable to God..virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking, feeling, and acting.’ (Thayer p. 301) (See Ezekiel 14:14; Ezekiel 14:20; Hebrews 11:7).

‘with seven others’-Historical detail (1 Peter 3:20). Only seven people (eight, when we include Noah) were saved! ‘Here, against the background of judgment on a rebellious and wicked world…we find God’s salvation depicted. Peter insists that it was available for all, but was effective only for few. The fewness of the saved and the certainty of judgment had immediate relevance for his first readers.’ (Green p. 99) ‘false teachers, notwithstanding their multitude of followers, and long success in propagating their errors, have no reason to imagine to themselves an escape from the wrath of God.’ (Lucas/Green p. 98) Noah preached the truth, and he only was able to save seven other people! We often hear people saying, ‘Surely God won’t allow the vast majority of humankind to end up lost!’ But the vast majority of those who lived during the time of Noah did perish! God didn’t change His mind. The false teachers might have many followers, but sheer numbers have never meant anything to God (Matthew 7:13-14).

‘when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly’-‘Ungodly’-‘destitute of reverential awe towards God’ (Thayer p. 79). Rejecting the Word of God places one into the category of ‘ungodly’. ‘The point of the whole Noah illustration is well brought out…Peter’s readers must, he says, “chose between apostolic orthodoxy and contemporary heresy. The consequences of their choice will follow as certainly as those illustrated in the fate of Noah and the ancient world.’ (Green p. 100)

Verse 6
2 Peter 2:6 ‘and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter;’

‘Sodom and Gomorrah’-These two cities really existed. Once again, the New Testament confirms in detail the historical accuracy of the Old Testament. Other writers mention both of these cities (Isaiah 1:9-10; Ezekiel 16:48-56; Luke 17:28-32).

‘destruction’-‘overthrow, lit., a turning down, Eng., “catastrophe”. Moses, as well as Peter referred to this event as an ‘overthrow’ (Genesis 19:25).

‘reducing them to ashes’-‘cover with or reduce to ashes’ (Arndt p. 814). Confirming the specific fate which came upon these cities (Genesis 19:24-25).

‘having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter’-An example is relevant, only if God feels the same way about such things, and will always feel that way. Every example in the Old Testament and New Testament is relevant for our time (Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-11). What happened to these cities-is what will happen to those who live ungodly in every generation. A fiery fate awaits every sinner who refuses to repent (Jude 1:7). ‘holding them up as a warning to the godless of what was in store for them’ (TCNT); ‘making them an object-lesson’ (NEB). Jude reveals that God’s wrath went further than just physical destruction (Jude 1:7). If you want a picture of hell and the fate of the disobedient then look at the fate of these two cities.

Verse 7
2 Peter 2:7 ‘and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men’

‘He rescued’-Mercy and condemnation are often found in the same event. The same will be true at the Second Coming (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). Lot had to be positively dragged out of Sodom, to be rescued (Genesis 19:16). Again, note how few were saved! Lot’s wife lost her life, because she was unwilling to make a clean break (19:26). Lot’s deliverance reveals some important truths: ‘It may come to any man to have to make the choice between settlement and security, and the new start and the clean break; and there are times when a man can only save his soul by breaking clean away from his job and his environment and his present situation, and beginning all over again.’ (Barclay p. 388)

‘righteous Lot’-This description of Lot has caused some to wonder. Especially in light of the fact that Lot appears at times to be selfish (Genesis 13:10-13); he finds himself involved in drunkenness and incest following this deliverance (Genesis 19:30-38).

Points to Note:

1. ‘Because the contrast with Abraham is ever present in the reader’s mind, so that the most lasting impressions are made of Lot’s selfishness, worldliness, vacillation, cowardice, and finally his drunkenness and incest…Peter, however, is fair-minded and gives credit where credit it due. Lot’s life, taken as a whole, was righteous..’ (Oberst p. 303) 2. In addition, Lot tried to do the right thing (Genesis 19:1-7), and his soul was vexed by the evil that surrounded him. 3. There are tremendous lessons to be learned from Lot’s life: A. Evil influences at times cannot be overcome by a good example. Lot found that he had no influence upon those surrounding him (19:7-8). B. He had no influence upon his son-in-laws (19:14). C. He lost his wife. Her heart was still with her possessions in Sodom. D. In the end, he had little influence upon his daughters. ‘Clark notes sharply that “However strange this may seem, there are many Christians today who are in no position to criticize. They should listen to the rumblings of the volcano beneath them.’ (Lucas/Green p. 100)

‘oppressed’-‘to tire down with toil, hence to afflict, oppress’ (Vine p. 325); ‘torment, wear out’ (Arndt p. 416) ‘shocked by the dissolute habits of lawless society’ (NEB); ‘wearied out..’(ABUV) ‘It is customary for Christians today, living in a secularized society, no longer to be shocked by sinful things which they see and hear. They will, for example, without protest sit through a television program presenting material which a generation ago they would never have contemplated watching at a theater or cinema. But when a man’s conscience becomes dulled to sin, and apathetic about moral standards, he is no longer willing to look to the Lord for deliverance.’ (Green p. 101)

‘sensual conduct’-‘unbridled lust, excess, shamelessness’ (Thayer p. 79). ‘absence of restraint, indecency’ (Vine p. 310). ‘these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh’ (Jude 1:7). It is clear that the sins of these two cities included homosexuality (Genesis 19:5-7). Let us be impressed that homosexual practices didn’t turn the inhabitants into peace-loving and gentle people (Genesis 19:9). Sodom wasn’t an utopian community of gentle people who honored the rights of others.

‘unprincipled men’-‘lawless’. ‘men who cared not for rule or decency’ (Alford p. 1681). Like the false teachers that Peter was battling, the inhabitants of Sodom were arrogant individuals who also despised rightful authority ().

Verse 8
2 Peter 2:8 ‘(for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds),’

Point to Note:

What a verse! A verse, while written 2000 years ago, reads like it was just written to address a need in our own time. Lot wasn’t politically-correct. Unlike some professed ‘spiritual’ people today, Lot didn’t rejoice in diversity, when such diversity was simply rebellion to the laws of God. Lot didn’t support or endorse the views of his homosexual neighbors. Notice the clear point: HOW DOES A RIGHTEOUS PERSON respond to sin, and in this context, the sin of homosexuality? A righteous man or woman is tormented, vexed, wearied, and distressed in their soul by such behavior. Lot may have lived in this region for about 20 years, but he never grew accustomed to such practices. Therefore, religious people and religious groups which endorse homosexuality, are people and groups who are no longer righteous in the sight of God.

Verse 9
2 Peter 2:9 ‘then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,’

‘then’-The lesson or applications from the previous examples. 1. From the angels that sin, we learn: A. No-one is exempt from God’s judgment or God’s law. B. Judgment, though it might be delayed, is real and final. 2. From the flood we learn: A. Numbers mean nothing. If condemning sin, means condemning the whole world, then God will condemn the whole world. B. The godly must stand and oppose the disobedient, righteousness needs to be preached, a righteous person cannot sit by and remain silent. 3. Concerning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah we learn: A. Hell is real! The fire that came upon these cities is only a type of the eternal fire that awaits the rebellious. B. A man or woman cannot remain ‘righteous’ while at the same time, becoming insensitive to sin.

‘the Lord knows how’-Every question concerning God’s power can be answered by this expression. The Lord knows how to get the gospel to an honest and good heart, the Lord knows how to preserve His word, and on and on.

‘to rescue the godly from temptation’-as is demonstrated in the previous examples. In fact, God can rescue a single individual or just a few out of millions (Noah and his family). Carefully note that God knows exactly who is godly and who isn’t (2 Timothy 2:19). These verses answer that age-old question, ‘What about the people in Africa, or those in remote places?’ The Lord knows all about them! The Lord knows how to get the gospel to them. God found Noah, among the millions that were alive during Noah’s lifetime. God found Lot, even though he was in the midst of immorality. If God could find Lot in the city of Sodom, then surely God can find any honest and good heart.

‘from temptation’-‘adversity, affliction, trouble’ (Thayer p. 498) 

Point to Note:

‘Note that God delivers a man “out of” not “away from” trials. Christianity is no insurance policy against the trials of life…the examples of Noah and Lot are instructive for showing how God delivers the godfearing….Neither had immediate deliverance. Noah had to help himself by building an ark in obedience to God’s instructions-despite the mirth of his neighbors: Lot had to endure long years of self-recrimination for his foolish decision to go and live in Sodom…God may allow us to face long years of waiting before He intervenes…The faithful to whom Peter wrote may well have wondered, “Why does God allow us to be plagued with such venomous heresy in our midst?”…”When will God vindicate His name by judging the wicked?”…’ (Green p. 102) 

‘and to keep’-present tense. God has the power to continually keep the unrighteous under punishment. Just as the rebellious angels are being held for judgment, the same is true for rebellious human beings. This means that the dead stay dead! It also means that ‘ghosts’, spirits which roam the earth-do not exist. God is in control of the spiritual world, and spirits do not get misplaced or forgotten. And neither are the spirits of evil men allowed to torment others (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke 16:19 ff).

‘unrighteous under punishment’-lit., being punished. The present tense emphasizes the constant nature of the punishment. ‘and to keep the wicked, who are even now suffering punishment, in readiness for the Day of Judgment’ (TCNT). Punishment for the wicked precedes and follows the judgment day (Luke 16:19-31; Jude 1:6-7)

‘for the day of judgment’-Which infers an intermediate state for the dead between now and the final judgment.

‘God is in control, and the men and women who run the world and the church their own way will one day find that out to their cost. That was the lesson Jesus himself taught from the stories of the flood and the cities of the plain. In the meantime, those who hold on to their belief in God must not lose heart because he has not yet vindicated himself. He will.’ (Lucas/Green p. 102)

Verse 10
2 Peter 2:10 ‘and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,’

Deadly Preachers:

What was true in all past generations, is also true in Peter’s generation. The righteous found themselves surrounded by the ungodly and plagued by false teachers who were very popular. The statement, ‘then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation….’(), is exactly the view that these Christians are to have of their own times and situation.

‘Peter’s abhorrence of the errorists produces some of the most colorful and shocking language in the New Testament, and Kelly reflects much modern sentiment when he talks of Peter’s “violent and colorfully expressed tirade” and his “repertory of abuse”. But before we become too embarrassed, we should remember our twentieth-century tendency to assume that all positions are right, rather than some being “damnable heresies”…..Clark says wisely, “What twentieth-century Christians might well notice is the sharp difference between the respect paid to false teachers today and the treatment they received from the apostles.’ (Lucas/Green p. 103)

‘and especially’-This statement links us back to the last words in ‘and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment’. God will especially punish individuals such as are described in the following verses. In the eyes of God, the false teacher is just as dangerous as sinning angels, Noah’s contemporaries and the inhabitants of Sodom and Gormorrah. ‘Especially’-most of all, or above all.

‘indulge’-‘become his adherent, to seek, run after’ (Thayer p. 531)

‘the flesh in its corrupt desires’-The ‘desires’ here mentioned are desires that pollute. People who are looking for evil things. ‘in their longing for the sordid.’ (Green p. 103) (Jude 1:8 ‘by dreaming, defile the flesh’).

‘despise authority’-‘Despise’-‘lit., to think down upon or against, think slightly of’ (Vine p. 301) ‘Authority’-‘power, lordship, one who possesses dominion’ (Thayer p. 366) ‘craving polluted things and scorning control’ (Wey). 

Points to Note:

This probably includes all kinds of authority. They resent God’s authority (Matthew 28:18), the authority of the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 14:37), the authority of parents, the authority of elders in the local congregation (Hebrews 13:17). 2. The phrase “question authority” has become a theme song for our current generation. 3. The tense is present, indicating that this is their habitual practice. Like the angels that sinned, they resent any kind of control in their lives. They don’t want to be in subjection to anyone. 

‘Daring’-‘bold, audacious’ (Arndt p. 822); ‘shameless, irreverent daring’ (Vine p. 267) ‘Presumptuous’ (KJV); ‘Rash’ (Gspd). ‘Fools, it is said, rush in where angels fear to tread, and certainly this principle applies to the arrogant stupidity of the false teachers.’ (Lucas/Green p. 105)

‘self-willed’-‘self-pleasing, arrogant’ (Thayer p. 83). ‘one who, dominated by self-interest, and inconsiderate of others, arrogantly asserts his own will’ (Vine p. 342). ‘a self-loving spirit’ (Vincent p. 695). ‘They are presumptuous and self-willed…smacks of the reckless daring that defies God and man…the obstinate fellow who is determined to please himself at all costs.’ (Green p. 104)

‘they do no tremble when they revile angelic majesties’-‘they do not tremble’-‘they think nothing of’ (Phi); they are not afraid to and neither do they stand in awe of such powers. ‘Revile’-‘to blaspheme, rail’ (Vine p. 244) ‘angelic majesties’-‘glorious angelic beings, the meaning majesties, illustrious persons is also possible’ (Arndt p. 204). 

Points to Note:

These men might have scoffed at any idea of the supernatural or the after-life, including angels and other spiritual beings. 2. They also scoffed at the idea that God would intervene in the future to judge mankind (ff). 3. On another level, such men also revile the authority of God’s messengers, the apostles. Now and then some theologian or religious scholar will claim to have a better knowledge of what God meant, than the original writers. Professed religious experts will at times say something like, ‘Paul said…..but those were simply the views of a male-chauvinist…’

Verse 11
2 Peter 2:11 ‘whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.’

Points to Note:

By slandering such angelic authorities, the false teachers demonstrate the depth of their irreverence. In stark contrast, angels, who are far above such men, do not even use such slanderous speech against those who are truly guilty. 2. Angels (the good angels) understand that they are not the Judge (James 4:12). ‘Angels are obedient messengers, who do not take it on themselves to alter the message they deliver….Are they (the false teachers) laughingly copying the rebellious angels in their daring defiance, mocking the lack of freedom of the angels who remained obedient? Are they sniggering over the idea that angels brought God’s laws from heaven to earth? Do they deny that there is a real power of evil who has an authority over those who rebel against God? ….There are still those today who will all too easily discard inconvenient Christian doctrine and ethics in order to make life seemingly more pleasurable and the gospel more attractive….What could do that better than dismantling any idea of ultimate personal judgment according to a revealed and fixed set of morals?’ (Lucas/Green pp. 108-109) 3. ‘The false teachers do not hesitate to bring vituperative accusations against their superiors; whereas the angels do not even dare to impugn their inferiors in such terms in the Lord’s presence.’ (Green p. 105) See Jude 9. 4. Carefully consider the dignity of the angels. Instead of rambling at the mouth (like the false teachers), they simply respond, ‘the Lord rebuke thee’. They leave the condemnation to God. what a ‘fitting contrast to the undisciplined and irreverent tongues of the false teachers’ (Green p. 106)

Verse 12
2 Peter 2:12 ‘But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,’

‘unreasoning animals’-‘destitute of reason, brute’ (Thayer p. 29), ‘lit,, unreasoning, irrational’ (Vincent p. 696); ‘like irrational animals’ (Mof); ‘with no more sense than the unreasoning brute breasts’ (Phi). Such men have abandoned any sort of loyalty to reason, logic, or truth. They are only interested in what strengthens their position.

‘born as creatures of instinct’-Those who live merely on the physical level. What is most important to them is the instant gratification of some desire. Carefully note that all of this is said concerning people who claimed to offer true knowledge, special insights, true enlightenment. In reality their teaching is primitive. ‘Although it promises that we will be better, fuller human beings, it actually offers lower, not higher, possibilities, even if they are dressed up in impressive language and ideas. Well-explained rationalism and modern reinterpretations of Christian ethics are an excuse for people to get away with what they want…’ (Lucas/Green p. 108)

‘to be captured and killed’-‘intended by nature to be caught and killed’ (TCNT). 

Point to Note:

Peter wouldn’t be impressed by those who claim that killing an animal is murder and eating meat is a sin. Peter compared (God compares) these false teaches to animals, whose purpose on this planet is to serve the needs of mankind (Genesis 9:3).

‘reviling where they have no knowledge’-‘a picture of loud ignoramuses posing as professional experts’ (Robertson p. 166). This is often the case among false teachers. They are frequently ignorant of basic and fundamental bible principles or teaching. When I hear of someone deriding the Church for failing to fellowship someone of a Premillennial persuasion, I think to myself, ‘That person must not even understand Premillennial teaching’. (1 Timothy 1:7; 2 Timothy 3:7 ‘always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.’)

‘will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed’-‘shall in their destroying surely be destroyed’ (ASV). Like the animals, the slaughter-house is the fate that awaits him. ‘Like farm animals reared for slaughter, these teachers have ahead of them only judgment and condemnation. Once again, Peter has raised the certainly of future judgment…..There is a sickening inevitability about the destiny of the false teachers. In the long run, if they behave like animals they are treated like animals, and if they cheat they will find they have been outwitted’ (Lucas/Green pp. 109-110)

Verse 13
2 Peter 2:13 ‘suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,’

‘suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong’-‘suffering themselves, as the penalty for the suffering they have inflicted’ (TCNT) Compare with Galatians 6:7-8; Romans 1:27; Colossians 3:25; Acts 1:18. The KJV reads ‘And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness’. Besides spiritual death (Romans 6:23), and eternal death, sin also has earthly consequences. ‘Such pleasure is corrupt and has in it the seeds of corruption and destruction. The aim of the man who gives himself to such fleshly things is pleasure; and his tragedy is that in the end he loses even the pleasure…if a man makes them his only joy, in the end he so ruins himself in bodily health and in spiritual and mental character, that he cannot even enjoy them…the glutton destroys his appetite in the end; the drunkard ruins his health; the sensualist destroys his own body; the self-indulgent ruins his own character and his own piece of mind…..In themselves they lose their thrill, so that as time goes on it takes more and more of them to satisfy…everything must be done to make the thrill sharper and more intense’ (Barclay pp. 391-392) See also 2 Timothy 3:13.

‘They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime’-‘Revel’-‘indulgence, reveling’ (Arndt p. 828). ‘pleasure’-from whence we get the English word “hedonism”. ‘in the daytime’-‘They think that pleasure consists in the indulgence of the moment’ (TCNT). Even the pagans considered drunkenness in the daytime to be inexcusable (1 Thessalonians 5:7). Usually most worldly people keep their sins private, and reserve participation in some vice for the night hours. But the above individuals have ceased to care what other people think, they are brazen and bold and have lost the ability to blush or feel ashamed of their sins (Jeremiah 8:12). 

‘They are stains and blemishes’-‘Stains’-‘a moral blemish’ (Thayer p. 584) (Ephesians 5:27) ‘Blemishes’-‘blot, disgrace, insult’ (Thayer p. 420). ‘they are a stain and disgrace’ (TCNT) ‘These men, because of their licentious behavior, were disgraces to society, and certainly to true religion, or genuine spiritual living.’ (Oberst p. 310) 

Points to Note:

In this context we clearly seen the relationship between false doctrine and immorality. It is impossible to have a message that is morally pure and yet doctrinally corrupt. 2. Not only are such men turning non-Christians off from the truth (), but are also tainting the Church. Jesus expects His body to be without stain (Ephesians 5:27); therefore, such men need to be removed (Matthew 18:15-17). 

‘reveling in their deceptions’-‘reveling’-‘to live in luxury, live delicately’ (Thayer p. 219). ‘deceptions’-The Manuscripts here vary between ‘deceivings’ and ‘love feasts’. Jude 1:12 ‘these are they who are hidden rocks in your love feasts when they feast with you, shepherds that without fear feed themselves.’

‘as they carouse with you’-‘to entertain together, to feast sumptuously with’ (Thayer p. 604); ‘to feed abundantly’ (Robertson p. 167); ‘the word originally conveys the idea of ‘sumptuous feasting’ (Vincent p. 698). ‘that stuff themselves at your tables by means of their deceptions’ (Ber).

Points to Note:

At this point many denominational writers cite what was known as the ‘love feast’ that arose after the days of the apostles. It was supposedly a meal before the Lord’s Supper, at which the poorer Christians mingled with the wealthier and partook in common with the rest of the food provided by the wealthy. This apparently was incorporated from the meals which non-Christians had enjoyed in various pagan brotherhoods. As time went on the love feast became something completely detached from the Lord’s Supper. 2. We know that such a feast isn’t under consideration in these passages, for Paul directly commanded the Corinthians to have all social meals outside of the assembly (1 Corinthians 11:22; 1 Corinthians 11:34). Thus the ‘love-feast’ found in post-apostolic times is not what is being referred to in the above passages. The ‘love-feast’ described in post-apostolic writings probably grew out of the desire among some Christians to combine the religious and fraternal meals they had enjoyed in trade guilds, etc…with the worship of the New Testament Church. 3. The love-feast here doesn’t appear to be the Lord’s Supper, for it does appear that they false teachers were gorging themselves. 4. It makes more sense to say that the love-feasts were simply the meals that Christians enjoyed with other Christians in their own homes (Acts 2:46). 5. This reveals how these false teachers were being able to live such pampered lives. They were taking advantage of the hospitality given by other Christians (2:3). Not only were they eating everything in sight, and taking advantage of every free meal they could find. In addition, the expression ‘hidden rocks’ in Jude 1:12, seems to indicate that they were using this time to spread their error to their unsuspecting hosts and other guests. 6. The statement ‘reveling in their deceptions’ could infer that these men were secretly enjoying how they were completely fooling and taking advantage of other Christians. They really thought that they had everyone fooled.

Verse 14
2 Peter 2:14 ‘having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;’

‘having eyes full of adultery’-‘They lust after every girl they see; they view every female as a potential adulteress. Peter makes another shrewd psychological observation. Lascivious thoughts, if dwell upon and acted upon, become dominant. It becomes impossible for them to look at any woman without reflecting on…the possibilities of persuading her to gratify their lusts.’ (Green p. 111)

‘that never cease from sin’-‘as though there is nothing they can see that does not suggest and encourage sin.’ (Lucas/Green p. 112). ‘Those here described cannot cease from sin; that is, he cannot as long as he is ruled and dominated by such passion. The immoral stares would cease if his heart was clean and pure.’ (Oberst p. 311) ‘eyes never at rest from sin’ (NEB). ‘eyes never tired of sin’ (TCNT) As long as their thoughts dwell on sin, they could never break the cycle of sin. The only way to stop the habitual practice of sin, or to break chronic sin, is to get control of your thoughts (Mark 7:20-23).

‘enticing unstable souls’-‘enticing’-‘allure, deceive’ (Thayer p. 128). ‘to lure by bait’ (Vine p. 36). ‘unstable’-They are actively recruiting. ‘Entice…a fishing word which describes their careful luring of unwary Christians.’ (Lucas/Green p. 112) ‘they captivate the unstable ones’ (Phi); ‘They know how to win wavering souls to their purpose’ (Knox). 

Points to Note:

Here we see the great importance of being grounded in the faith (Colossians 1:23). 2. These individuals do not try to deceive the strong, but they look for wavering, unstable, and naïve individuals (Romans 16:18). Often preying upon the recently converted (2 Peter 2:18). 3. They know how to entice people, they know how to play upon people’s discontentment, discouragement, and ignorance. They are experts in looking for easy marks. 4. Spiritual growth, taking your Christianity seriously is so important. Failing to grow is simply setting yourself up, so someone can take advantage of you.

‘having a heart trained in greed’-‘trained’-Note that they weren’t born greedy. Rather, they have trained themselves to become greedy. Every sin is something that we have learned or acquired. ‘The word “trained”…from the same root as our word “gymnasium”..to exercise vigorously in any thing.’ (Oberst p. 312) We either have the choice to exercise our minds with godly things (Hebrews 5:14) or the ungodly. Our choice in this area will determine what type of person we become and where we will spend eternity. Let the reader really think before they once again engage in some chronic sin that has plagued them. Every time you give in, you are making it that much more difficult to quit the practice! When you commit sin, you are strengthening evil in your life.

‘accursed children’-‘accursed’-Compare with (Ephesians 2:2-3; John 17:12). People who have made themselves accursed in the sight of God and who also are a curse to others. ‘This sickening picture is summed up in two words: “accursed brood”, a Hebrew-style phrase which is literally “children of a curse”.’ (Lucas/Green p. 112) ‘God’s curse is on them!’ (NEB)

The Way Of Balaam:

Verse 15
2 Peter 2:15 ‘forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness,’

‘forsaking the right way’-‘forsaking’-‘to depart from, leave’ (Thayer p. 333). Present tense, they are continually leaving. Always moving farther and farther away from the truth. 

‘gone astray’-‘to cause to wander’ (Vine p. 39) And note that one can go astray, the right way can be forsaken! Increasingly we are hearing that people can go astray, but not depart from the right way. That a person can be wrong about almost every teaching in the Bible, but still be on the right way.

Points to Note:

These men weren’t born depraved or born in sin. They had found the right way (and note there is just one right way- Matthew 7:13-14). 2. Obviously, these men had learned the truth, they had seen it, they were Christians at one time (2:1). 3. They hadn’t accidentally lost sight of the truth, rather “they” have gone astray (personal responsibility and choice). 

‘having followed the way of Balaam’-Simply one more Old Testament event which the New Testament endorses. The account of Balaam is told in Numbers 22:1-41; Numbers 23:1-30; Numbers 24:1-25, and the account is accurate! Balaam was a real individual and everything that Moses said about him was true. In addition, history repeats itself. Seeing that man remains the same, and the world remains the same, we will always be faced with people who choose to follow in the footsteps of previous compromisers.

‘who loved the wages of unrighteousness’-‘fell in love with the profits of wrong-doing’ (Wms). 

Points to Note:

Like these false teachers, Balaam had been a prophet of God (Numbers 22:8). 2. Balak was willing to pay big money, if Balaam would only curse Israel (22:7,17). 3. ‘the story makes one thing quite clear, that Balaam’s covetous heart longed after the rich rewards which Balak was offering, even if he was afraid to take them..’(Barclay p. 394)

Verse 16
2 Peter 2:16 ‘but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.’

‘but he received a rebuke for his own transgression’-God made it clear that Israel was His people (). But Balaam continued to ask God-when more enticing offers were made by Balak (22:17-19). God was angry when Balaam went to meet with Balak, because God knew that Balaam secretly was willing to sell out Him and His people for the money that Balak was offering (22:22,32-34). 

‘for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man’-‘Peter regards the account as authentic, it was to him, no imaginary incident, no fictious account. Modernistic scholars in seeking to eliminate the supernatural from the sacred writings entirely, allege that Balaam merely heard the promptings of an uneasy conscience on this occasion and that the beast did not really speak’ (Woods p. 174). Again, we find the New Testament endorsing all the miraculous events in the Old Testament which liberal scholars criticize and attempt to rewrite or remove. ‘Peter makes a good deal of the Balaam incident in order to encourage the simple orthodox among his readers, who might easily be overwhelmed by the specious arguments of their seductive teachers. “A dumb donkey possessed sounder prophetic vision than a religious official whose moral sense had been perverted by gain from wrongdoing.’ (Green pp. 113-114)

‘restrained the madness of the prophet’-‘restrained’-to check or restrain. ‘madness’-insanity. This madness was caused by a love for money (1 Timothy 6:9-10). From a practical standpoint, every sin is a form of insanity. For it is crazy to think that one could rebel against God and not suffer for it. Or that one could ignore the will of God and build a secure and happy future at the same time.

Points to Note:

Balaam is often cited as an example by other biblical writers (Deuteronomy 23:4; Joshua 13:22; Joshua 24:9; Nehemiah 13:2; Nehemiah 13:27; Micah 6:5; Revelation 2:14. 2. He is the classic example of willing to compromise the truth in order to profit financially. 3. God had prevented Balaam from cursing Israel, and thus forfeiting the huge reward offered by Balak. But Balaam found a way to get that reward. Balaam’s greed wasn’t to be denied and probably some time after Balak’s anger had cooled, Balaam suggested that while he couldn’t curse them, that didn’t mean that he couldn’t offer advice (for a price) concerning how Balak could defeat them. From the chapter that follows Numbers 24:1-25, it seems that the advice was to lure the Israelite men, with Moabite women into immoral and idolatrous practices (hence they would be cursed in the sight of God) (Numbers 25:1 ff). He counseled Balak to send forth the daughters of Moab and entice the men of Israel to join them in their lascivious worship (Numbers 25:1-3; Numbers 31:1-9; Numbers 31:16***; Revelation 2:14). When God had Israel take revenge, we find that Balaam was killed for he was among the idolaters (31:8). 4. Like Balaam, these false teachers were willing to sell out their brethren for money, fame and prestige. 6. ‘He tempted many of the people down a path of moral and theological compromise.’ (Lucas/Green p. 113). And carefully note, Balaam didn’t directly tempt the Israelites, he only offered the advice. But he was still held accountable. 7. Some try to excuse their error by saying, ‘But I am not directly advocating that anyone should do this.’ God doesn’t buy that excuse. God does hold us accountable for what we say and the fate of those who act upon our advice. 

Verse 17
2 Peter 2:17 ‘These are springs without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.’

‘springs without water’-1. ‘describes the unsatisfactory nature of the false teaching. You come to it as to an exciting new spring-and find it has no water to offer’ (Green p. 114) ‘Wells without water are a most tragic disappointment to the Eastern traveler’ (Lucas/Green p. 116) Often false teachers promise that they are offering something new and refreshing, in contrast to what they consider to be the stale and enslaving teachings found in the Bible. But all their promises and claims turn out to be empty. They have nothing to offer to the thirsty soul. They are like the broken cisterns of Jeremiah’s time (Jeremiah 2:13).

‘mists driven by a storm’-‘Clouds which bring no rain, clouds that hold much promise, expectation, that in the hot summer time excites the hopes of the farmer, only to deliver none of what was promised, and to pass by, without a drop.’ This figure also suggests their instability. They only preach the latest fad. Their teachings are constantly changing, always claiming that they have discovered something new.

‘black darkness’-the densest darkness (Thayer p. 272). Thick darkness, darkness that can be felt (Vine p. 268). See and Jude 1:6; Jude 1:13.

‘has been reserved’-Men may argue that God will change His mind, or that God doesn’t or will not punish. But none of these arguments will change reality. ‘lit., “the” darkness, denoting well-understood doom.’ (Vincent p. 701). Jesus spoke of the same condition (Matthew 8:12 ‘outer darkness’; see also Jude 1:13). Seriously consider the word “reserved”. If I am not serving God right now-then eternal doom is presently reserved for me. Heaven and hell are both “reserved” (1 Peter 1:4). If you love life outside of Christ, if you love the darkness (John 3:19); then eternal darkness is your reward.

Verse 18
2 Peter 2:18 ‘For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,’

‘For’-The reason why they are called ‘springs without water’ and ‘mists driven by a storm’.

‘arrogant words’-‘excessive size, puffed up, swollen, also haughty, bombastic’ (Arndt p. 841). ‘a kind of speech full of high-sounding verbosity without substance’ (Vincent p. 702). ‘Overblown, with exaggerated claims dressed in fancy words, these people were like spiritual puffer fish, inflating themselves to impress and intimidate.’ (Lucas/Green p. 116)

‘of vanity’-‘using fine phrases that have no meaning’ (Knox). Big words strung together, but only words, words that don’t meaning anything. 

Points to Note:

I have always liked the following illustration: ‘The following was found among the graffiti on a wall at St. John’s University. “And Jesus said unto them, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ And they replied, ‘You are the eschatological manifestation of the ground of our being, the kerygma in which we find the ultimate meaning of our interpersonal relationship’. And Jesus said: “What?”’ (Plain Talk 17/5/1) 2. The words are empty because they are void of truth. Be impressed that just any message won’t save or lead one to salvation (Romans 1:16).

‘they entice’-‘allure, entice, deceive’ (Thayer p. 128). The following, they use as “bait” to entrap possible followers and disciples.

‘by fleshly desires’-‘by’-through. ‘fleshly desires’-‘and use physical cravings to lure into immorality’ (Gspd). ‘This means of trapping the young Christians is enticing, for they speak on those areas of life which the new disciple will find hardest to change. They say that if their way is followed, new Christians need not change at all, and can have the best of both worlds.’ (Lucas/Green p. 117)

‘by sensuality’-(1 Peter 4:3; 2 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 2:7). ‘No doubt these teachers maintained that the salvation of the immortal soul was all that mattered…they may have suggested that the deeply spiritual should expressed their religion sexually, as some second-century heretics did.’ (Green p. 116) 1. To this day we hear people trying to argue just like these first century false teachers. 2. It seems like certain people are always trying to find an angle where they don’t have to “toe the line” that Peter and the other apostles taught. A way that we can be selfish and yet spiritual at the same time.

‘those who barely escape from the ones who live in error’-‘those who have barely begun to escape from their heathen environment’ (NEB); ‘those who have had but a short respite from false teaching’ (Knox).

Points to Note:

Here we see the importance of getting involved with strong and sound people immediately after your conversion. For false teachers (who can be nothing more than what appears to be a well-meaning family member who is giving you advice) prey on new converts (Romans 16:18). 2. Get yourself grounded in the faith, take good care of your new relationship with God (Colossians 1:23).

Verse 19
2 Peter 2:19 ‘promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.’

‘promising them freedom’-‘fancied liberty, i.e. license, the liberty to do as one pleases’ (Thayer p. 204). The content of their great swelling words was “freedom”. But it is a false freedom. ‘Freedom! That was the great catchword.’ (Lucas/Green p. 117) Again, nothing has changed! The apostles had to fight the idea that Christian liberty allows you to sin with impunity (Romans 3:8; Romans 6:1 ff; Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16; Jude 1:4). ‘Unpleasant though it may be, we ought at this stage to pause and review the poisonous strategy that will be eating away at churches even now…The offer will be of true freedom, perhaps carrying the implication that the New Testament message that converted them did not truly liberate them. That freedom will operate in two areas: freedom to think their own thoughts, so they need not submit to the authority of the apostles…An non-judgmental ethic and an open-ended theology will be an offer to immature Christians, who do not know enough to refuse it and cannot see the selfishness masquerading as spirituality. It is sharply contemporary.’ (Lucas/Green p. 119)

‘while they themselves are slaves of corruption’-‘slaves to corrupt habits’ (TCNT). ‘While’-while they are pretending to have an insight to true freedom, they are in fact slaves. ‘Corruption’-moral decay. ‘They keep on chattering about liberty when all the time they themselves have been (and still are) in the prison-house of lust (Romans 6:16; Romans 8:34)…..Barclay quotes Seneca’s apophthegm, “to be enslaved to oneself is the heaviest of all servitudes.” (Green p. 118)

‘for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved’-What an insight! Every man has a master, and it doesn’t do any good to argue otherwise. Everyone serves someone or something. No man or woman is truly their own person (Matthew 6:24; Romans 6:13; Romans 6:16). False teachers are always trying to set God’s grace and God’s law against each other. In contrast, ‘So here he (Peter) shows that precept and love, charity and chastity, law and gospel are not combatants but correlatives. It is ever the way of licence to champion gospel over law…Healthy Christian living comes when God’s commands are seen as the kerbstones on His highway of love, the hedge encompassing His garden of grace.’ (Green p. 118)

Verse 20
2 Peter 2:20 ‘For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.’

‘For if after they have escaped’-There is some question concerning whether the “they” in this verse applies to the false teachers just mentioned or their converts. Woods notes, ‘the antecedent of the pronoun “they” is the false teachers of the preceding verse’ (p. 176). And yet the same truth would apply to their followers who had also escaped from defilements in the world (). 

‘escaped’-Clearly these false teachers had been faithful Christians at one point in their lives. A Christian can fall away, in fact, Christians in positions of leadership can also fall into error (Acts 20:29-31). And carefully note that these people are going to end up lost, if they don’t repent. At times we just think that God is going to give former faithful Christians, who go into error, a break. But God didn’t give the angels a break!

‘defilements’-‘polluting influences’(TCNT).

‘by the knowledge of the Lord’-‘Knowledge’-full and correct knowledge, accurate and precise knowledge (,3,8; Hebrews 10:26). The knowledge that liberates, is the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which includes rules (John 14:15) that one must keep and a lifestyle that one must live. Again, people are always looking for some sort of doctrine or slant of the Scriptures that will enable them to feel wonderful about themselves and at the same time make no demands upon them. Advocates of once-saved-always-saved try to argue that these people were never Christians in the first place, or simply marginal Christians. But the above word “knowledge” means full knowledge. They had escaped from the world by the full knowledge of Jesus Christ.

‘they are again entangled in them’-like fish caught in a net. ‘The word-picture is of a gladiator caught in the thrown net of his opponent.’ (Lucas/Green p. 120)

‘and are overcome’-These false teachers, like some Christians think that they now ‘know better’ and ‘know enough’ to go back into the world and yet not get into trouble, like they did before they became a Christian. The arrogant attitude is, ‘I can now do those things, without becoming addicted, etc..’ But such in impossible. Sin will always enslave.

‘the last state has become worse for them than the first’-‘A servant who willfully disobeys his master is far more culpable than one who disobeys through ignorance…(Luke 12:47-48).’ (Green p. 119) Jesus taught the same truth (Matthew 12:45; Luke 11:26). ‘It is also true….. that the apostate frequently goes deeper into sin, and with less restraint, than he did formerly.’ 

Verse 21
2 Peter 2:21 ‘For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them.’

‘For it would be better….not to have known’-This once again clearly emphasizes the fact that these false teachers had known the truth and had known it well. Such people have a clear understanding of the truth and not, a mere acquaintance. ‘Better’-it would be advantageous. ‘Known’-‘to become thoroughly acquainted with, to know thoroughly, accurately, know well’ (Thayer p. 237). ‘fully perceive..a more special recognition of the object known’ (Vine p. 299); ‘to know fully’ (Robertson p. 170) 

‘the way of righteousness’-There is only one way. (See Matthew 3:3; Matthew 7:13-14; Matthew 21:32; John 14:6; Acts 16:17; 18:25-26; 19:9; 32). ‘Way of righteousness’, because righteousness characterizes those who walk in it (Isaiah 35:8). 

‘than having know it’-and they knew it well.

‘to turn away from’-A choice that they had made. Carefully note that the Bible hadn’t confused them. They didn’t trip up in their thinking because the text was too complicated or a hard verse steered them in the wrong direction. They knew the truth, knew it was the truth, understood the truth, and deliberately turned from it. 

Point to Note:

Be impressed that in this whole section God never tells Christians, ‘Now try to understand these erring brethren, they need a lot of love and support right now, they are sincere in their beliefs, don’t judge their motives, don’t tell them that they are wrong, going to hell or lost.’ God says everything about these false teachers that modern experts in interpersonal relationships tell us that we must not say.

‘from the holy commandment’-‘collectively of the whole body of the moral precepts of Christianity (1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Peter 3:2)’ (Thayer p. 218) Carefully note that ‘law’ or ‘commandments’ aren’t bad words to God. God looks at the entire system of Christianity and calls it ‘the holy commandment’. These false teachers are forerunners of those who try to set love against law, the gospels against the epistles and the gospel against doctrine ‘the whole body of the moral and spiritual precepts of Christianity’ (Oberst p. 321) ‘was standard Christian shorthand for the entire message, Old Testament, New, or both (3:2).’ (Lucas/Green p. 122)

‘delivered to them’-delivered to them through the writings and preaching of the apostles (Acts 6:14; 1 Corinthians 11:2; 1 Corinthians 11:23; 1 Corinthians 15:3; Jude 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:15).

Verse 22
2 Peter 2:22 ‘It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

‘It has happened to them according to the true proverb’-‘the content of the true proverb has been “verified or realized” in their case’ (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 141). (Proverbs 26:11).

‘dog returns to its own vomit’-‘Advocates of the doctrine of the impossibility of apostasy, in an effort to avoid the obvious force of this passage, insist that the dog remained a dog, the sow a sow. Such is not the point of the proverb. A dog ejected that which was foul, the sow had been washed. That each returned to its former manner of life reveals that the old nature “returned” in each case that animal returned to its “former offensive habits”, just like these false teachers did.’ (Woods p. 178)

Points to Note:

1. Well, it looks like God isn’t much of a believer in the idea that we must tip-toe around the apostate. 2. ‘The dog which has got rid of the corruption inside through vomiting it up cannot leave well alone; it goes sniffing around the vomit again. The pig that has got rid of the corruption outside it by means of a scrubbing cannot resist rolling in the manure heap…….Covetousness, sophistical arguments, pride in knowledge, gluttony, drunkenness, lust, arrogance against authority of all kinds, and, most of all, the danger of denying the lordship of the Redeemer----are these not all the paramount temptations of money-mad, sex-mad, materialistic, anti-authoritarian, twentieth-century man?’ (Green p. 121)

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Outline:

The Purpose Of This Letter: 

Those Who Will Mock The Second Coming: 

The True Purpose Behind Any Delay: 

The Day Of The Lord: 

Paul Taught The Same Thing: 

Grow In Grace And Knowledge: 

Introductory Comments:

‘In this chapter Peter returns from harrying the heretics to encourage the faithful.’ (Green p. 123) ‘A good teacher repeats the lesson until the class has learned it.’ (Lucas/Green p. 123)

Commentary:

Verse 1
2 Peter 3:1 ‘This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,’

‘This is now’-lit., this epistle already a second one I write unto you. ‘Now’-‘implies that the interval between the two epistles was not long.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 65) 

‘beloved’-It is so important for brotherly love to continue, especially in times when the Church is facing trials from within and without. Peter didn’t view these brethren with suspicion, and neither did he have the attitude, ‘I just don’t think you will be able to resist the persuasiveness of the false teachers.’ Peter loves these brethren and has confidence in them. Unfortunately, we often encourage people to fail, when we have the attitude, ‘I just know that you won’t be able to remain faithful.’ Demonstrates Peter’s affectionate interest in his listeners. ‘Beloved’ will be used five times in this chapter

‘the second letter I am writing to you’-‘Second letter’-Sadly, commentators just can’t seem to accept that this second letter is the book of Second Peter and the first letter is the book of First Peter. Hamilton notes, ‘Expositors are divided as to what is the first epistle. Some say it is the book of Jude based on their assumption that Jude also wrote this epistle in the name of Peter….Others say that it refers to a lost letter about which nothing is known….Some even say that it refers to an earlier part of 2 Peter with chapter 3 having been separated from it….These views are really spun out of nothing, there being no evidence whatever for them…..The book of 1 Peter certainly had Peter as the author. It is perfectly natural for him, therefore, to say that this is his second epistle.’ (pp. 197-198)

‘I am writing to you’-The same audience as is mentioned in the first letter.

‘I am stirring up’-Present tense, ‘I try to stir up’. ‘arouse the mind, stir up, render active’ (Thayer p. 147). ‘awaken, by way of reminder’ (Arndt p. 194) (2 Peter 1:13). ‘He believed in the value of repetition…There is something of significance here. It may well be that often we are too desirous of novelty, too eager to say new things, while what is needed is a repetition of the eternal truths.’ (Barclay pp. 397-398)

‘your sincere mind’-‘Sincere’-‘pure, unsullied’ (Thayer p. 175). ‘It is said of things which can bear to be judged in the sunlight, and so means “pure, clear” or according to another possible etymology, “unmixed” and so, “genuine, sincere”.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 65) ‘denotes that which is clear, open, candid.’ (Woods p. 179) ‘Mind’-‘a mind uncontaminated and unwarped by sensual passion.’ (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 142) ‘keep your true minds awake’ (Bas). ‘means pure, unsullied, undefiled, sincere, genuine. When one’s mind is not filled with deceit, sinister motives, hate, or evil thoughts, it can be aroused to love and good works!’ (Oberst p. 328) Consider the confidence that Peter has in his hearers. He is saying, ‘I know your minds are pure, I know that you want to do the right thing.’ Let us never forget that the most valuable asset we possess is a honest and good heart (Luke 8:15).

‘by way of reminder’-Some erroneously think that only some ‘new’ teaching can get people motivated. Note that Peter believed the Word of God could always stir up and stimulate any sincere mind. Which tells us something. If the preaching of the Word leaves us unmoved, then we are the ones with the problem, that is, a heart that is calloused. (Philippians 3:1 ‘To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.’)

Verse 2
2 Peter 3:2 ‘that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.’

‘that you should remember’-Indicating that man can remember! In addition, man’s memory can be “selective”, there are many things that we can remember, but above all, we need to remember the following. (Jude 1:17)

‘the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets’-Prophets did exist in the New Testament (Ephesians 2:20; Ephesians 3:5; Ephesians 4:11). But it appears the reference to prophets in this verse, is the prophets who wrote the Old Testament Scriptures (2 Peter 1:19-21). 

Point to Note:

As in 2 Peter 1:16-21. The above passage demonstrates that the teachings of the prophets in the Old Testament and the apostles in the New Testament, perfectly harmonizes. ‘God’s true word, says the apostle, should be remembered. We need not spend long hours memorizing the doctrines of the counterfeiters; rather, let us ingrain in our memories the genuine, the real, the undiluted truth of God’s word (1 Peter 2:1-2), that which true and trustworthy messengers delivered to us.’ (Oberst p. 328) Peter obviously believed in the unity of Scripture. God wants us to always remember the prophetic utterances concerning Jesus in the Old Testament. The lesson is clear, what God predicts will happen! The Word of God can always be trusted. And if we don’t trust the words of inspired men, then we will lapse into false doctrine.

‘and the commandment’-‘collectively, of the whole body of the moral precepts of Christianity’ (Thayer p. 218) See 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Peter 2:21. God looks at the whole system of Christianity and simply calls it ‘the commandment’. ‘Evidently refers to the whole scope of the teachings one accepts as he comes to Christ for salvation.’ (Oberst p. 329) It would be strange for God to call Christianity ‘the commandment’, if there are really no commandments to observe! Obviously, the epistles are much more than letters of advice or ‘love letters’ as some have called them. These letters contain commands from God (1 Corinthians 14:37), and he who rejects them is not spiritual.

‘of the Lord and Savior’-‘Of’-these teachings originated with the Lord. He is the source of all that is revealed in the New Testament (John 16:13; Hebrews 1:2). ‘Note that Peter again uses the full title ‘Lord’ and ‘Savior’, probably because he is about to emphasize the future element in salvation which the scoffers ridicule. Jesus is not only Savior from the past (1:1-4), and in the present (2:20), but for the future as well. To deny the second coming of Jesus is to deny Jesus as Savior.’ (Green p. 125)

‘by’-This message from the Lord was spoken by or through the apostles (1 Corinthians 14:37).

‘your apostles’-(John 14:26; John 15:26-27; John 16:13; 2 Corinthians 5:20). 

Points to Note:

The apostles who wrote the New Testament were just as inspired as the prophets who wrote the Old Testament (Hebrews 1:1-2). 2. To reject the teachings of the apostles is to reject Christ (2 Thessalonians 3:6). 3. Their writings are not mere suggestions. They must be heeded and obeyed (Hebrews 2:1-3). 4. Let us remember that the writings of the prophets were not suggestions to Israel. And the attitude never was, ‘just as long as you believe in God, nothing else matters.’ But people are saying that such is true in the New Testament. That as long as a person believes in Jesus Christ, then they can be as wrong as can be about everything else in the New Testament and yet still be a faithful Christian.

Those Who Scoff At The Second Coming:

Verse 3
2 Peter 3:3 ‘Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,’

‘Know this first of all’-‘recognize this fact in the beginning’ (Woods p. 180). Consider how God helps us to understand His word. ‘Here is the first thing to understand or remember about what the apostles said.’

‘that in the last days’-The final dispensation, the time between the death of Christ and the end of the world (Acts 2:17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 1 John 2:18). It appears that from the letter, these mockers were already present, that is, the false teachers that Peter was opposing were ridiculing the idea of a final judgment. Let it be noted, that the phrase ‘last days’ is not an expression which is used for a specific period of time right before the end.

‘mockers will come with their mocking’-‘Mockers’-scoffer (Psalms 1:1). These false teachers were mocking the idea that Jesus would come again in judgment. They argue that too much time has gone by, thus one can safely discard any idea of a future judgment. ‘Peter now has to face the key question of his letter. Was Jesus wrong to promise that he would return….May not the false teachers have a point when they argue that the long delay they have experienced effectively invalidates the promise? The issue is all the sharper after two thousand years. Questions about whether Jesus will return, the manner of his return and why he has not returned have grown in relevance. If he is not going to return physically, then “it would be stupid to wait---the promises are false”, and we can give ourselves over to the enjoyable self-centeredness of the people Peter is attacking.’ (Lucas/Green p. 128)

‘following after their own lusts’-Here we are given a valuable insight into why such people ridicule and deny any future judgment. It is precisely because they want to do what they want to do. ‘Although these people may present themselves as sophisticated and knowledgeable, having delicate qualms and posing courageous questions about the more difficult elements of Christian teaching, they are in reality driven by their greed and disobedience. It is sin, not sophistication, which is in the driving-seat, and the false teachers are merely following.’ (Lucas/Green p. 129) When people ridicule the idea of absolute standards and a final division between the lost and the saved, their motivation isn’t intellectual for rejecting such truths, but it is moral. People don’t reject the idea of hell because of Scriptural or intellectual reasons, but primarily for personal reasons.

Verse 4
2 Peter 3:4 ‘and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”’

‘and saying’-God gives us one of the arguments being spread by these deceivers. We should remember at this point that God will take into account every idle word which we have spoken (Matthew 12:36-37). If you wouldn’t want it in print, then don’t say it.

‘Where is the promise of His coming?’-‘Where is His promised return’ (Wey); ‘What has become of the promise He would appear’ (Knox). The ‘coming’ under consideration is His second coming. Their argument reveals that the apostles had taught that Jesus was coming again! (Matthew 25:13; Matthew 25:19; Matthew 25:31; Acts 1:11; Acts 17:30-31; 2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:13 ff; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1 ff). Scoffers always insist upon “instant proof”, like the people who claimed they would believe in Jesus if He would come down from the cross (Mark 15:32).

‘For ever since the fathers fell asleep’-The expression ‘fathers’ can refer to their ancestors in the Old Testament. But it appears that the word here means the past generation of deceased Christians. Peter is writing more than 30 years after the Lord’s ascension, and the first generation of Christians was rapidly passing away. They hoped, he came not, why should we entertain such hopes? It appears that were twisting the Scriptures concerning the Second Coming, insisting that Jesus was supposed to return within the lifetime of the first generation of Christians, but He didn’t, therefore the doctrine of the Second Coming was untrue. In addition, they may have been claiming, ‘these people are saying that Jesus Christ has changed nothing; things are just the same as in Old Testament days when our fathers died. Going further back, even the Old Testament has not changed anything, because one state of affairs has been in place since the beginning of creation.’ (Lucas/Green p. 131)

‘all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation’-‘Ever since our fathers passed to their rest, everything remains just as it was when the world was first created!’ (TCNT)

Points to Note:

‘The scoffers supported their skepticism that God would break decisively into history at the return to Christ, by emphasizing the immutability of the world. Had they been alive today, they would have talked about the chain of cause and effect in a closed universe governed by natural laws, where miracles, almost by definition, cannot happen. “The laws of nature”, one can almost hear them saying, “disprove your ….doctrine of divine intervention to wind up the course of history.” Their mistake was to forget that the laws of nature are God’s laws; their predictability springs from His faithfulness.’ (Green p. 128) 2. The spiritual offspring of such individuals are still alive today: (a) People who deny all the supernatural events recorded in the Bible, and yet still profess to be Christians. (b) Evolutionists who claim that all present possesses have remained constant since the beginning of time. These false teachers believed in a doctrine which was very similar to the popular concept of ‘Uniformitarianism’, ‘the doctrine that all geologic changes may be explained by existing physical and chemical processes, as erosion, deposition, volcanic action, and so on..And that these possesses have operated in essentially the same way throughout geologic time.’

Verse 5
2 Peter 3:5 ‘For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,’

‘For when they maintain this’-The previous assertion.

‘it escapes their notice’-‘to escape notice, lit., this escapes them…their notice willfully on their part (Vine p. 218). ‘Lit., this escapes them of their own will’ (Vincent p. 704). ‘they deliberately ignore this fact’ (RSV); ‘For they willfully shut their eyes to the fact’ (TCNT). ‘They willfully forget that day in history when God interrupted the routine of a sin-filled world with a great flood. No, all yesterdays are not the same. God wants all men to remember the one that was different and why. Let it be a reminder that all tomorrow’s will not be the same either.’ (Plain Talk 11/7/3)

Points to Note:

The idea in the above verse, is that it willfully escapes their notice. They have chosen not to remember the following facts. 2. To this day, many people chose to be ignorant of essential truths, like the fact that a baby in the womb is a human being, the bible does condemn homosexuality, it does matter what you believe, all religions are not the same, baptism is essential to salvation. 3. Please note that God doesn’t excuse these false teachers. God doesn’t say, ‘Their humanity prevents them from seeing such truths.’

‘that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago’-Creation was accomplished through the word of God. God spoke and it happened (Genesis 1:3; Psalms 33:6-8; Hebrews 11:1). Therefore, let none ridicule or scoff at what God has spoken. If God hadn’t spoke, this universe would not exist!

Points to Note:

Here we are given a taste of the power that resides in the Word of God. The promises of God are sure. If God can simply speak the entire universe into existence then certainly He will keep His promises, including the promise of a coming judgment. 2. ‘The emphasis in this verse on God’s fiat in creation is important to Peter in arguing against the false teachers who apparently held the self-sufficiency and immutability of the natural order. On the contrary, he insists, the course of history is governed by the God who is both Creator and Judge of His world.’ (Green p. 130)

‘formed out of water and by water’-‘Formed’-‘to put together, to be composed of, consist’ (Thayer p. 605). ‘Standing together or consisting’ (P.P. Comm. p. 887) ‘a key question concerning this passage has been: Is Peter telling of the materials used when the earth (land) was made, or simply the manner of its creation? In the original, either idea is possible…may be rendered “and the land out of water and by means of water”, or, possibly, “and the land (stood) out of water and in the midst (or, between) water.” …The earth was compacted “out of” water only in the sense that it rose up above the water.’ (Oberst p. 332)

The above expression probably refers to the same event mentioned in Genesis 1:6 and especially verse 9 ‘Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ People at times argue that there isn’t enough water on the face of the planet to completely flood the planet. They forget that originally the whole earth was covered with water. If it was originally in that condition, then it could always return to its former or original condition.

Verse 6
2 Peter 3:6 ‘through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.’

‘through which’-‘and that by the same means the world which then existed was destroyed in a deluge of water’ (TCNT) ‘literally, through which things’ (plural). The same means that brought about the dry land upon which the false teachers were presently standing, is the same means which destroyed mankind in the past, i.e. the all-powerful Word of God and water. (Genesis 7:11)

‘the world at that time’-Obviously, the physical features of this world were greatly altered by the flood (Genesis 7:11). The ‘world’ here would also include the inhabitants of the world. This is simply another proof that the flood was a world-wide flood (2 Peter 2:5 ‘spared not the ancient world..’).

‘was destroyed’-(1 Peter 1:7; 2 Peter 3:9). Carefully note that the word ‘destroyed’ doesn’t inherently mean annihilation. The thought isn’t extinction, but ruin. As Vine notes, it is the loss “not of being but of well-being”.

‘being flooded with water’-‘to inundate’ (Vine p. 151) From the Greek word ‘flooded’ we derive our English word ‘cataclysm’.

Points to Note:

A local or regional flood would be a very poor analogy to the Second Coming. 2. As the book of Genesis records, this flood was universal in scope (Genesis 7:21-23). 3. To argue that the flood was an allegory or a myth, with only a kernel of truth, would be playing into the hands of the false teachers. Let the reader be aware that God links the flood with the Second Coming. If the first event never happened, then what assurance do we have for the second event ever happening? God is letting us know that the flood is just as real as the Second Coming, they both stand or fall together. 4. If the book of Genesis is myth---there heaven doesn’t exist. It’s just that simple.

Verse 7
2 Peter 3:7 ‘But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.’

‘present heavens and earth’-‘Present’-In contrast to the condition of the earth prior to the flood, the present earth, the earth as we now see it. As noted above, the flood drastically changed the physical features and contour of the earth’s surface. In addition, considered the long life-times prior to the flood and how such life-times quickly diminish after the flood, it seems obvious that a major change in the climate, atmosphere, etc…also took place as a result of the flood. ‘Heavens’-The coming judgment, unlike the flood, will also affect the heavens.

‘by His word’-Once again, Peter stresses the power of God’s word. The same word that created the planet and brought the flood, is the same word will bring final judgment. And included in the Word of God is the message which Peter preached, the message which these false teachers denied and mocked. God has kept His promises in the past, God has judged mankind in the past, and God will do it in the future. All the evidence suggests that if God says He is going to do something, then He will do it!

‘are being reserved for fire’-‘Again it is “the same word” that Peter is defending, and this time he is saying the fact that we do not see God actively judging his world is not a sign of his weakness. He is absolutely in control, and his powerful word is being exercised in that creation is reserved and being kept for its final judgment.’ (Lucas/Green p. 134) 

‘reserved’-‘keep, hold, reserve, preserve for something’ (Arndt p. 814). In the present tense, inferring that the only thing that keeps this universe together is the watchful care and power of God (Colossians 1:17). God is simply keeping everything in tact, the universe isn’t a self-sufficient system which could exist without God.

‘fire’-Mentioned in this context (,12) and found in other passages associated with the final judgment (2 Thessalonians 1:7). At this point it is unfair to charge the biblical writers from borrowing from secular ideas. The Greek Stoics believed in a fiery end of the planet, but a fiery end that simply cleansed the planet. In addition, they believed that such a cleansing had happened many times in the past and would happen many times in the future.

‘kept for the day of judgment’-Man may naively think that this universe can have an independent existence, apart from God. But this universe is not going anywhere on its own. The physical universe (like the sinning angels and wicked people in chapter 2) is reserved and is presently being kept for judgment. The whole physical creation is headed for a personal encounter with a righteous and holy God---and there is nothing that anyone can do to stop it. Sticking our heads in the sand, or pretending that world will go on as it always has-won’t prevent God from intervening!

‘destruction of ungodly men’-Including the false teachers who deny that such a day is coming. Everyone who denies the existence of hell, will experience it first hand. Again, the word destruction doesn’t mean annihilation, but a loss of well-being, ruin (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9; 2 Peter 2:9). From His past track-record, God has already demonstrated that unrepentant sinners are always punished (2 Peter 2:4-9). And that He will consign the vast majority to destruction if the vast majority are ungodly (2 Peter 2:5; 2 Peter 2:6; Jude 1:15).

God’s Patience:

‘It is hard to tackle this theme without a shudder. But Peter’s response is to call us to live a godly live in the light of it. As he will show, the reason for God’s patience is to lengthen the days during which a change of heart is possible. Clearly, these are terrifying ideas; but we must not find them so threatening and distasteful that we refuse to believe them, for that is the error of the false teachers. Peter is convinced that it is God’s right and duty to judge…and the wonder of his love is that it offer salvation against this background of destruction…The regular ordering of the seasons….all argue for a creator God who is patient. But that does not mean that the world is closed to him. False teachers should realize that the same word that guarantees the stable world they delight in also guarantees the judgment they mock.’ (Lucas/Green pp. 134-135)

Verse 8
2 Peter 3:8 ‘But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.’

‘But do not let this one fact escape your notice’-Peter seems to anticipate another argument which was popular among the false teachers. ‘Peter warned that delay in judgment does not mean that God’s word is impotent.’ (Lucas/Green p. 137) Mankind can get off track by forgetting one simple fact. To this day, some people think that “time” will save them or that “time” has inherent power of its own. Evolution is built upon the premise that given enough time anything is possible. But it is ironic that the same people who say, ‘given enough time anything is possible’ tend to be the same individuals who mock the idea of a future judgment, because ‘too much time has passed by without anything happening.’ The false teachers had deliberately allowed important facts to escape their notice. 

‘that with the Lord’-From God’s perspective. Since God isn’t bound by time and time has no power over God, all time is equal to God, whether great amounts or small amounts.

‘one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day’-(Psalms 90:4 ‘For a thousand years in thy sight, are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.’ First of all, the verse is not teaching that God doesn’t know how to tell time. In addition, neither is it teaching that every ‘day’ mentioned in the Bible was actually a thousand years in length. Or, even that God will punish the wicked a thousand years for each day that they lived in sin.

Points to Note:

Time doesn’t stop God, as it does with mankind. Therefore, God’s promise to judge is just as certain, even though thousands of years may pass between promise and fulfillment. ‘If it is his pleasure to accomplish them in a single day, he can do it; if he chooses that the execution shall be deferred to a thousand years, or that a thousand years shall be consumed in executing them, he has the power to carry them onward..." (Barnes p. 259) 2. ‘As far as God is concerned, He might just as well have decreed the end of the world a couple of days ago!’ (Oberst p. 336) 3. ‘God sees time with a perspective we lack….with an intensity we lack. He can see the broad sweep of history in a moment, yet he can stretch out a day with patient care.’ (Lucas/Green p. 137) 4. Man also needs to accept the truth, that God is not on man’s time schedule. 5. The passing of time doesn’t affect the promises of God. In contrast to man: God never dies, God never forgets, God doesn’t change His mind or lose His moral resolve. And conditions never arise which prevent God from fulfilling His word (Isaiah 46:11). Let not the wicked think that the threat of judgment has died (2 Peter 

), or that God has forgotten.

We should be impressed that the apostles refused to speculate about exactly when Jesus would come again (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). But since their time many have arise who haven’t respected the Bible’s authority in this area. After the apostles there were those who took this verse to mean that the world would last for as many thousand years as there were days in creation, since a day equaled a thousand years. The modern day Jehovah Witnesses have adopted the same view.

Verse 9
2 Peter 3:9 ‘The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.’

‘The Lord is not slow about His promise’-‘Slow’-slack, to delay, loiter, negligent. ‘hold back in hesitation’ (Arndt p. 147) Any delay will not spring from apathy, unwillingness or impotence.

‘as some count slowness’-‘according to some people’s conception of slowness’ (Amp). The mockers were interpreting Jesus not coming right away as evidence that God is loitering, He is overdue, therefore He isn’t coming at all. ‘It is only against the background of eternity that things appear in their true proportions and assume their real value.’ (Barclay p. 406) When men, after a considerable lapse of time, fail to fulfill their promises, we infer that it is because they have changed their minds, forgotten about such promises, have no ability to perform them, or just lack the motivation to get the job done.

‘but is patient toward you’-‘Any apparent delay in that coming is not to be construed as slackness, but rather long-suffering. What appears to some as a divine defect is actually an expression of divine grace.’ (Plain Talk 11/7/3) 

‘patient’-lit., to be long-tempered (Romans 2:4; 2 Peter 3:15). In view of such a statement it is completely unreasonable to complain that the God revealed in the Bible is unloving. Every sinner should consider the fact that he is not cut down in his sins, as proof that God is patient. Every man who sins and is spared even for a moment of time, should regard such as proof that God is kind and that God wants them saved.

‘toward you’-‘for your sake’ (P.P. Comm. p. 67) This brings it down to the personal level. Therefore, if one ends up lost or unprepared for the judgment, whose fault is it?

‘not wishing for any to perish’-1. God takes absolutely no pleasure in punishing the rebellious. God didn’t create mankind so He could punish someone. God derives no pleasure from the lost condition of dead sinners (Ezekiel 18:23; Ezekiel 18:32; Ezekiel 33:11). 2. But there is a place where people do perish!

‘but for all to come to repentance’-1. God does have a desire or wish. And that wish is that all would end up saved, that all would repent (Acts 17:30; 1 Timothy 2:4; Hebrews 2:9). 2. And this isn’t a mere wish, it could be a reality, for God has made provision so that all could be saved, if they only repent. Jesus died for all men, and the gospel is to be spread to all men (Mark 16:15-16). 

Points to Note:

The verse isn’t teaching unconditional salvation. For man must acknowledge and forsake his sins. Salvation is condition-for everyone. God has never offered an unconditional salvation. 2. All men can repent, everyone can change. There isn’t a sin that you can’t forsake. 3. God won’t change His mind. Rather, if a man or woman is to end up saved-they are the ones who must change. 4. God even wants the false teachers to repent. God is being patience, so that even His defiant and arrogant enemies can be saved. 5. This passage definitely contradicts the Calvinistic idea of limited atonement or predestination. Any view of the Bible which excludes certain penitent individuals from salvation is a wrong view. What determines our salvation, isn’t some arbitrary decision-but rather our own choice to change or not to change. Our choice to serve self or serve God. 6. No one can blame God for their lost condition or the lost condition of a loved one.

Lucas and Green make the following shrewd observation: ‘Christians have often responded to the apparent “problem” of the delay in Christ’s return in one of two ways. One reaction has been to become fixated with the minutiae of the Bible’s obscurer parts, and obsessed with charts and plans depicting how God is going to fulfill his promises and how the current political crisis only proves its imminence…It also produces skeptical non-Christians, who see, more clearly that we often do, that we are being duped by people who only want us to buy their books. The second response, more usual among the academic community, has been to interpret the delay as indicating that God’s plan is not the personal return of Christ, but the extension of his kingdom by other means, whether political, economic, revolutionary or social.’ (p. 140)

Verse 10
2 Peter 3:10 ‘But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.’

‘But the day of the Lord’-‘But’-Not withstanding God’s patience, such patience does have an end. God is waiting but He won’t wait forever. ‘day of the Lord’-The same day mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 2 Thessalonians 2:2.

‘will come’-‘stands emphatically at the beginning of the clause; whatever the mockers may say, whatever may happen, come certainly will the day of the Lord.’ (P.P. Comm. p. 68)

‘like a thief’-(1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). Carefully note what Peter didn’t say, ‘The Lord is coming soon’, and neither did Peter make a prediction when Jesus would come. The time of His coming is not revealed and will never be revealed. He is coming like a thief, that is His coming, when it happens will be a complete surprise, without any warning. Thus, the time for repentance is now! ‘the force of an unexpected arrival with the significance of the language being the same with one’s suffering irreparable loss if unprepared for the coming of the day.’ (Hamilton p. 238)

Points to Note:

The KJV adds ‘in the night’ which is in the Textus Receptus, but is absent in many manuscripts. But the addition or omission doesn’t change the meaning of anything in the text. 2. The reader should note how the Bible describes the Second Coming, in contrast to modern Premillennial theories. 3. The entire universe ends at the same time that Jesus comes for Christians (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). 4. All will be resurrected at the same time, both the wicked and the good (John 5:28-29). 5. The righteous will be rewarded while the wicked are punished (1 Thessalonians 4:17-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). 6. And while many claim that Jesus will reign on the earth for 1000 years following the Second Coming, Peter states that the entire physical universe will be destroyed when He comes.

‘in which the heavens will pass away with a roar’-‘in which’-on that day. ‘Heavens’-Must apply to the heavens that surround this planet, including the atmosphere and the material heavens, in which the sun, moon and the stars are placed (Genesis 1:8; Genesis 1:20; Genesis 1:14-18). ‘Pass away’-‘come to an end, disappear’ (Arndt p. 626) Jesus taught the same truth (Matthew 5:18; Matthew 24:35; Revelation 21:1). The word ‘pass away’ clearly teaches us that the ‘new heavens and earth’, will not be a purified planet or simply a re-made or fixed up universe. ‘Roar’-‘such a destruction of the elements could not occur without a great noise’ (Barnes p. 261) ‘It is a colorful….word, which can be used of the swish of an arrow through the air, or the rumbling of thunder, as well as the crackle of flames, the scream of the lash as it descends, the rushing of mighty waters, or the hissing of a serpent.’ (Green p. 138)

‘and the elements’-‘any first thing, from which the others belonging to some series or composite whole take their rise; an element, first principle.’ (Thayer p. 588) ‘the substance of the material world’ (Vine p. 22). ‘elemental substances, the basic elements in the natural world from which everything is made or composed’ (Arndt p. 769). ‘the elemental principles of which the universe is made’ (P.P. Comm. p. 68)

‘will be destroyed with intense heat’-‘destroyed’-‘break up into is component parts, destroy, of a building, tear down’ (Arndt p. 483) ‘to loosen, undo, dissolve, to dissolve something coherent into parts’ (Thayer p. 385)

‘and the earth’-the earth as a whole, the world, as opposed to the heavens (Thayer p. 114)

‘and its works will be burned up’-‘works’-All the things upon this planet, especially all the works of mankind, monuments, buildings, roads, cities, and so on. Peter is saying ‘the planet and everything on the planet’. ‘burned up’-‘to burn up utterly’ (Vine p. 159). ‘burn down, burn up, consume’ (Arndt p. 411)

Points To Note:

These verses contradict the idea that God is simply going to cleanse the planet at the end of time, and then the vast majority will live on a rejuvenated earth forever. 2. First of all, the heavens which surround the earth are going to be destroyed. Can the earth exist without the universe that surrounds it? Second, the ‘elements’, the basic building blocks, the most elemental substances of the universe, will all be burned up. All the elements which compose the periodic table will be destroyed! No more oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, and so on. Thirdly, not only is the earth to be destroyed, but all the works on this planet will be destroyed! This is far beyond any so-called cleansing. Not only are the works on this planet to be completely burned up, but the planet itself! 3. In some manuscripts the word “burned up” at the end of , is rendered “shall be discovered”. But the reading “burned up” is well supported and suits the context best. 

‘This terrifying picture…may be difficult for our modern minds to grasp (but no more difficult than for the ancient world). This once-for-all end to our space-time home is beyond imagination. But Peter would want to say that we should not be relying on our imagination.’ (Lucas/Green p. 143)

Making The Application To Daily Living

Verse 11
2 Peter 3:11 ‘Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,’

‘Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way’-‘All’-every bit of these things, nothing will be left to be made over or re-made. ‘Destroyed’-same word as is found in . Since this is such an undoubted truth.

‘what sort of people ought you to be’-‘what sort or kind’ (Arndt p. 694) ‘The Greek word for “what manner of persons”, means literally “of what country”, it seems to point to the great truth that God’s people are fellow-citizens of the saints, that the commonwealth of which they are citizens is in heaven (Philippians 3:20) (P.P. Comm. p. 69) ‘Ought’-implying moral obligation

‘in holy conduct and godliness’-‘What devout and dedicated lives you should live!’ (NEB). Both words are plural, and therefore may mean ‘in all aspects and forms of holy conduct and godliness’ (P.P. Comm. p. 69)

Points To Note:

The Second Coming provides tremendous incentive for holy living (1 John 3:1-3). ‘Disbelief in the Lord’s return all too often produces indifferentism in behavior, as it had with these errorists. There is an indissoluble link between conduct and conviction…In the midst of a precarious existence in a precarious world, it is important to remember, as this verse reminds us, that people matter more than things. This we tend so easily to forget. We slip into the habit of thinking of the world as more enduring that its inhabitants. Peter denies this. People are more important and more enduring than things. In an unstable and perishable universe the one stable and imperishable factor is human personality.’ (Green p. 139)

Look at the wonderful encouragement we have to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven! (Matthew 6:19-20; Colossians 3:1). Everything on this planet is temporary (our homes, property, possessions, and so on). Everything here will one day be completely dissolved. As you go about your daily life, remember, everything you see will one day be destroyed. Stop investing so heavily in this life or the things of this life. For one day the stock in this earth will be completely worthless. But put your stock into serving God (Matthew 6:33).

The universe will end! ‘not with an impersonal cosmic implosion but with an encounter with the personal and living God…If we can neither fly from him nor be crushed into infinite insignificance, we must face up to our responsibility.’ (Lucas/Green p. 145)

Verse 12
2 Peter 3:12 ‘looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!’

‘looking for’-Present tense. ‘Wait, look for, expect’ (Arndt p. 712) We are to be watchful and always prepared, in addition, Christians need to look forward to this day with eager anticipation (Philippians 3:20).

‘hastening’-‘to desire earnestly’ (Thayer p. 584); ‘strive for’ (Arndt p. 762). ‘The Greek word rendered “hasten” means to urge on, to hasten; and then to hasten after anything, to wait with eager desire’ (Barnes p. 263)

Points To Note:

Some have erroneously concluded that Christians can somehow make Jesus come that much sooner, by living godly lives and teaching people. 2. The Jewish rabbis had the idea that it was the sins of the people which prevented the Messiah from coming. Actually, the Bible seems to teach the opposite. Sin brings judgment, rather than delaying judgment (Genesis 15:16; The Book of Jonah; Matthew 23:32 ff). This view also forgets the reason why God is delaying. God isn’t delaying because we aren’t trying hard enough, rather, God is delaying because He wants sinners to be saved (3:9). 2. The Christian shouldn’t stand in dread of the Second Coming, rather he or she should eagerly anticipate this day (Philippians 3:20; 1 John 3:1-3; 1 John 4:17; 1 Corinthians 16:22).

Verse 13
2 Peter 3:13 ‘But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.’

‘But’-The positive results of that day, in contrast to the destruction of this planet, the entire universe, and the wicked. 

‘according to His promise’-That is, the promise to come, the promise which includes the complete destruction of the present universe (,10). 

‘we’-Peter is eagerly awaiting the final judgment, just as much as any other Christian!

‘looking for’-Emphasizing the expectant attitude that should exist among Christians. And it also stresses what should be the object of our goals, desires and affections (Colossians 3:1). This world isn’t our home! (Hebrews 11:16)

‘new heavens and a new earth’-Let it be noted that the previous verses completely rule out the idea that the heavens and earth in this verse are simply the old heavens and earth which have been cleansed. ‘new’-Not in the sense of ‘new in time’ or recent, but new as to form or quality, of different nature from what is considered as old. ‘The new order of things here contemplated by Peter composed of new heavens and a new earth is different in quality, kind, and nature to the first order which is to be consumed by fire and melted into dissolution.’ (Hamilton p. 255)

‘in which righteousness dwells’-Or where righteousness has it’s home. The idea of permanence and persuasive influence. There will be no unrighteousness in the new heavens and new earth (1 Peter 1:4; Revelation 21:4; Revelation 21:27)

Points To Note:

‘Several commentators believe that Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22 envisioned this new order….he says that Peter’s wording is borrowed from Isaiah….Isaiah’s prophecy is about the new order of things which is the current period of regeneration, not the new order of which Peter is writing..’ (Hamilton p. 256) 2. Peter, as well as John have the new heavens and the new earth happening immediately after the destruction of the present heavens and earth (Revelation 20:10-15; Revelation 21:1). ‘Revelation 20:10-15 clearly shows this to be the case and 2 Peter 3:1-18 clearly shows that the second advent of Christ will immediately be in connection with the resurrection and the judgment. There is no thousand year period and a little while between the advent of Christ, the resurrection of the wicked, and the final judgment as some are wont to say.’ (Hamilton p. 256)

Verse 14
2 Peter 3:14 ‘Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,’

‘Therefore, beloved’-Peter is saying, in view of all these ‘facts’, how then should we live?

‘since you look for these things’-(,13). In contrast to the false teachers, whose lives were immoral and their hopes purely bound to this earth. ‘Peter never tired of stressing the this-worldly consequences of the other-worldly “look”.’ (Green p. 142)

‘be diligent’-‘be zealous, eager, take pains, make every effort’ (Arndt p. 763). ‘make every effort to be found of him spotless, blameless, and at peace’ (TCNT). And be diligent in the right things! Be diligent in the right purpose and cause. Since these things will happen, it would be foolish not to prepare. ‘This does not mean spending all day dreaming about it or trying to plot its arrival, but being ready in terms of ordinary, standard Christian living.’ (Lucas/Green p. 148)

‘to be found by Him’-‘to be discovered, recognized, detected to show one’s self out, of one’s character or state as found out by others’ (Thayer p. 262) (2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Peter 1:7)

‘in peace’-‘at peace with Him’ (NEB). In peace with God and man. ‘It is by allowing his mind to dwell on the return of Christ that the Christian will regain a sense of balance and proportion, however difficult his present circumstances, and the peace with passes understanding..’ (Green p. 143) The goal is to be found in a condition of being at peace with God.

‘spotless’-‘free from vice, unsullied’ (Thayer p. 81).

‘blameless’-‘that cannot be censured, blameless’ (Thayer p. 33) Our lives must be pure and holy (1 Peter 1:14; 1 John 3:1-3). Carefully note that Peter never says, ‘Don’t worry about it, God will just save everyone.’

Paul Taught The Same Thing

Verse 15
2 Peter 3:15 ‘and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,’

‘and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation’-‘Look upon our Lord’s patience as salvation’ (Gspd). Instead of viewing God’s delay as ‘slackness’ or proof that He isn’t coming, but rather, view such a delay as ‘patience’ () and an opportunity to make yourself right with God. God’s patience equals a chance to be saved. It is salvation for yourself (get yourself right with God) and also, salvation to others. ‘While one is attending to the exhortation to be earnestly endeavoring to spend effort to be morally without pollution and to be blameless in a condition of being reconciled with God at the second advent of Christ, he should also take note of the fact that the delay of the advent of Christ provides further opportunity to deliver one’s self from Satan and sin.’ (Hamilton pp. 263-264)

‘just as also our beloved brother Paul’-Obviously, there wasn’t any strife or hard-feelings between Peter and Paul. And neither can we say with any sort of credibility, that Peter taught a different gospel than Paul taught. God is telling us (something we already know by simply reading the New Testament) all the apostles taught the same truth. Some people look at the conflict that is described in Galatians 2:11-13 and assume that there existed a life-long jealousy or rivalry between these two men. What a low view of the character or these two apostles! Maybe some scholars jump to such a conclusion, because that is what they would do, if they had been rebuked! Be impressed that while Peter speaks of Paul in affectionate terms, as he does concerning all Christians. Peter doesn’t refer to Paul as ‘Saint Paul, the glorious Paul…’.

‘according to the wisdom given him’-Peter admits that ‘wisdom’ had been given to Paul, which had enabled him to write to these Christians in the past. This wisdom was divine wisdom (1 Corinthians 2:9-13; Galatians 1:15-17; 1 Corinthians 14:37). Peter insists that Paul wrote under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and what Paul wrote, wasn’t Paul’s opinions, or Paul’s theology.

‘wrote to you’-Peter was writing to Christians in what is now modern Turkey (1 Peter 1:1; 2 Peter 3:1). In years past, Paul had written letters to Christians in the same regions (Ephesians, Galatians, and Colossians). 

Points To Note:

Peter admits that Paul wrote by inspiration and that Paul had written to these Christians. 2. This verse reveals how quickly the letters written by apostles were accepted as inspired and circulated to other congregations (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27). 3. Carefully note that Christians in the first century knew that God was inspiring such men to write. These Christians knew these letters were Scripture. 4. Peter had access to the information in these letters! Even before Peter or Paul died, their letters were being circulated and collected. The contents and boundaries of the New Testament weren’t decided by fallible men hundreds of years after the apostles died, rather such would be decided by God, and it was being decided in the first century.

Verse 16
2 Peter 3:16 ‘as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.’

‘as also in all his letters’-Which admits the existence of more letters than those which had been written to Christians in the region of Asia Minor. This statement also infers that a body of material known as Paul’s letters was available to Christians, even before the first century ended. Peter knew about the letter to the Romans 1:1-32 and 2 Corinthians, and so on! Definitely, this informs us that Peter had read Paul’s letters.

‘speaking in them of these things’-Peter says that Paul taught the same thing concerning the Second Coming and the need for holiness on our part! ‘in which he mentions these subjects’ (Ber). In like manner, Paul spoke of Jesus coming as a thief (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3); of fire, destruction and judgment (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9); the expectation which Christians should have (Philippians 3:20; Titus 2:13); the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-58); our future home (2 Corinthians 5:1-10); the final judgment (Romans 2:4-11; Romans 14:10). And many other passages could be included (Romans 8:19-21; Romans 13:11-12; 1 Corinthians 3:13; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 1 Corinthians 15:51-57; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-14). 

‘in which are some things hard to understand’-Carefully note what Peter isn’t saying: He didn’t say that they are impossible to understand, or that only the elite can understand them. Neither did he say that such things were beyond his understanding. Peter understood what Paul wrote, including the meatier portions! Paul clearly taught that what he wrote could be understood by every Christian (Ephesians 3:3-5). Rather, they are hard to understand, because they take some effort, and they also take honesty. What is hard to understand in the Bible, isn’t necessarily hard to understand because is was revealed in big words or language that is hard to interpret. Rather, some things are hard to understand, because they go against what we might prefer, or they contradict our view of reality.

‘which the untaught’-‘a mind untrained and undisciplined in habits of thought, lacking in the moral qualities of a balanced judgment’ (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 147). ‘They are ignorant---which means not that they know nothing, but that they refuse instruction.’ (Lucas/Green p. 152) 

Points to Note:

One can be highly educated in secular subjects and yet remain ‘untaught’ in reference to the truth. All learning doesn’t lead to enlightenment or salvation (2 Timothy 3:7). There have always been individuals who wanted to teach, long before they understood the topic they were teaching (1 Timothy 1:7). 2. This category also includes people who refuse to subject themselves to the authority of the Scriptures. Modern day ‘scholars’ who reject the inspiration of the Scriptures, are ‘untaught’ men, that is, men who refuse to place themselves under the Bible, instead of over it. 3. The answer to this problem is to educate Christians in the Scriptures (Ephesians 4:11; 2 Timothy 2:15). The answer is not, to train an elite group of men who will interpret the Scriptures for us.

‘unstable’-People who are not grounded in the truth (Colossians 1:23). Those who cannot place the truthful thing, ahead of their own personal comforts and desires. People who are willing to compromise and sell-out for short-term gain. ‘G. K. Chesterton drew his famous picture of orthodoxy. Orthodoxy, he said, was like walking along a narrow ridge, almost like a knife-edge. One step to either side was a step to disaster. Jesus is God and man; God is love and holiness; Christianity is grace and morality; the Christian lives in this world and also lives in the world of eternity. Overstress either side of these great truths, and at once destructive heresy emerges. One of the most tragic things in life is when a man twists Christian truth and holy Scripture into an excuse and a defence, and even a reason, for doing what He wants to do, and does not accept it as a guide for doing what God wants him to do.’ (Barclay p. 414)

One writer described such individuals as, ‘those without definite convictions, they regard nothing as settled, they are under the control of their feelings and emotions, and are liable to embrace one opinion today and another directly opposite tomorrow…Men that do not admit “ignorance” or exhibit caution in “hard” texts, but rather rush headlong into a definite interpretation.’ 

‘distort’-‘twist, distort, so that a false meaning results’ (Arndt p. 771). If the Scriptures can be ‘distorted’ then a definite and true meaning does exist. Every interpretation isn’t right, a true meaning was intended by God! And that true meaning can be understood (2 Timothy 2:15). In fact, we are directly commanded to find it (Ephesians 5:17).

‘the rest of the Scriptures’-1. First century Christians had access to the Old Testament Scriptures! 2. Peter calls Paul’s writings ‘Scripture’! 3. What Paul wrote and what Peter wrote is just as inspired as what any prophet in the Old Testament wrote. 4. Be impressed that when you start forcing passages to fit your preconceived ideas that you end up distorting a host of passages, and not just one passage. False doctrine never affects the meaning of just one verse or one chapter! 5. Mis-interpretation is never caused by the Scriptures, rather, it results when we have the wrong attitude in approaching the Word of God. Attitude is essential (Acts 17:11; Ezra 7:10). 6. There are many things that we don’t have control over, (our own IQ) or absolute control over (access to study materials, people we come into contract with, who our Bible class teacher is, whether our parents went to church or not when we were children, and so on). But all of us have absolute control over the most important aspect of bible study, that is, our own honesty and humility as we approach the Word of God.

Point To Note:

Something here needs to be said about one’s own personal IQ. A higher IQ only means that you are able to process information at a faster rate. But IQ in the vast majority of cases has little to do with one’s own personal morality. Apart from God’s revelation, the highest IQ can’t determine if something is right or wrong, moral or immoral. A sharp man or woman may nor may not obey the truth. But an honest man or woman always will!

‘to their own destruction’-God will condemn the person who distorts the Scriptures! Ketcherside was wrong when he said, ‘If one is right about Jesus he may be wrong about a lot of things and still be saved’ (The Twisted Scriptures, W. Carl Ketcherside pp. 67-68). ‘There is all the difference in the world, through, between finding the Bible difficult, and willfully twisting it to say only what we find helpful or relevant or reasonable to believe. Where is the voice of God if he says only what we want him to say?’ (Lucas/Green p. 153) To this day, people try to argue that Paul taught that grace liberates one from the laws of God (Romans 3:8; Romans 6:1). Bible study is serious business!

Final Exhortation And Conclusion

Verse 17
2 Peter 3:17 ‘You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,’

‘You, therefore, beloved’-Notice what Peter doesn’t say. He never tells people to stop studying their Bibles, lest they mis-interpret it. And neither does he charge the elders to make sure that only the elite are allowed to interpret the Scriptures. The Scriptures can be properly understood, if we love the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

‘knowing this beforehand’-God gives His people plenty of warning, God has prepared the Church for the trials and challenges of the future. We have been given all things pertaining to life and godliness and all things necessary to maintain a relationship with God! (2 Peter 1:3) The Scriptures will enable any Christian to be prepared against any error which man will invent (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

‘be on your guard’-‘the word is a military term, denoting the action of soldiers, who keep guard in fortified towns or castles’ (Macknight p. 578). ‘To be forewarned is to be forearmed’ (Woods p. 192). The tense is present, the Christian must continually be on guard (1 Corinthians 10:11-13). Carefully note that God won’t stop error from arising, and that God will not remove our freewill. The Scriptures give us all the ammunition and warning that we need, we have the obligation to use it. This verse also admits that false teachers and false doctrine will always exist. We must know the truth, if we are going to recognize error (Hebrews 5:14).

‘Peter can see the damage that results from believing and teaching an error. We find it hard to understand how people who seem so amiable can be so harmful, but that can only be because we have not made the effort to be well-taught Christians who are willing to call false teaching false teaching. That puts us in supreme danger, for we are prime targets for those who wish to “seduce the unstable” ().’ (Lucas/Green p. 155)

‘lest, being carried away by the error’-Christians can fall away! Usually, the first group of people who are swept up into error, and seduced by false teachers are those who argue that we can’t call anyone a false teacher. The phrase ‘carried away’ suggests that many errors will sound attractive, it is easy to get caught up in what is being taught!

‘unprincipled men’-‘lawless’ (Thayer p. 13) ‘men who live without law’ (Green p. 149). Men who refuse to submit to the law of God, men who resent God’s law and men who try to pit God against His own law.

‘you fall from your own steadfastness’-The Christian can fall (Galatians 5:4; Revelation 2:5). ‘Your own steadfastness’-indicating that no one can be steadfast for you. This warning only has meaning if the Christian can fall from grace. ‘Steadfastness’-‘lose one’s firm hold’ (Arndt p. 768). In reference to the truth, Christians are to be fixed (Colossians 1:23). The idea that truth is always evolving or that new truths are constantly being revealed or gleaned from the Scriptures, contradicts everything that this letter stands for. ‘He sees these false teachers offering us a helping hand, and making us wobble and then fall.’ (Lucas/Green p. 156)

Points To Note:

You know you have run into error, when you encounter a teaching that undermines your confidence in the Word of God and your ability to properly understand it. Any doctrine which suggests that you don’t have to believe the truth to be saved (John 8:32) that salvation exists separate, apart and completely independent from following the teachings of the apostles, is a doctrine, if accepted, will result in your downfall.

Verse 18
2 Peter 3:18 ‘but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him to be glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.’

‘but’-In contrast to falling from your own steadfastness.

‘grow’-Spiritual growth is commanded and expected of every Christian (Ephesians 2:10; John 15:1 ff; 1 Corinthians 15:58). In order to remain steadfast, we must grow! The word is in the present tense, ‘keep on growing’. The spiritual growth needed to resist false doctrine as well as all other temptations is described in 2 Peter 1:5-11.

‘in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’-Peter has no qualms about putting ‘grace’ and ‘knowledge’side by side as the two essential elements of Christian growth. 

Points To Note:

We cannot rest on the accomplishments of the past, everyday presents new challenges. On a daily basis, ‘we will be tempted to forget everything we have learned over the years, and trade it in for a novelty item.’ (Lucas/Green p. 157) 2. To grow in ‘grace’ means that we continually recognize that God is merciful, good and will forgive us when we repent. Therefore, we are never excused for not trying. 3. To grow in ‘knowledge’ means that spiritual growth must always be wedded to a correct doctrinal understanding of God and His will. There is no such thing as a relationship with God outside of the truth. 4. Therefore we must reject all ‘doctrines’ which try to drive a wedge between love and obedience, grace and law, forgiveness and responsibility, mercy and doctrine, and God and His Word.

‘To Him’-Jesus Christ.

‘be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.’-As John wrote, Peter believed that all should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father (John 5:23). ‘The false teachers detracted from Christ’s glory now, by a wicked life, and from His glory then, by denying the parousia (Second Coming). Peter is determined to reverse both trends.’ (Green p. 151)

